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US braces for Iranian response to strike 


By Lolita C. Baldor, Robert Burns 
and Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. officials braced 
for Iran to respond to the killing of its most 
powerful general, noting heightened mili¬ 
tary readiness in the country and preparing 
for a possible “tit-for-tat” attempt on the life 
of an American military commander. They 


warned ships across Mideast waterways 
crucial to global energy supplies about the 
“possibility of Iranian action” against U.S. 
maritime interests in the region. 

President Donald Trump ordered the Jan. 
2 strike against Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the 
head of Iran’s elite Quds Force, after the 
death of an American contractor in Iraq. 
Now, amid massive demonstrations of Iran’s 
public mourning period for Soleimani and a 


state TV report of a deadly stampede at his 
funeral, officials believe the next steps by 
America’s longtime foe will determine the 
ultimate course of the latest crisis. 

While officials say American intelligence 
isn’t clear on whether Iran’s latest military 
moves are designed to bolster Tehran’s de¬ 
fenses or prepare for an offensive strike, the 
SEE RESPONSE ON PAGE 5 


■ Esper: US troops 
not leaving Iraq Page 4 
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US drone left 
Soleimani with 
little chance 
of survival 

By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Even before Iranian 
General Qassem Soleimani got off a com¬ 
mercial airliner in Baghdad last week, his 
fate was already sealed. 

The sequence of events that led to the 
killing of the Quds Force commander 
— and sent Mideast tensions soaring 

— began hours earlier in Beirut. It was in 
the Lebanese capital that the U.S., aware 
of Soleimani’s travel plans, watched him 
board the plane headed to Baghdad Inter¬ 
national Airport, according to a U.S. offi¬ 
cial familiar with the strike. 

His departure from the plane in Iraq 
was monitored by drones circling above, 
including one built by closely held Gen¬ 
eral Atomics armed with laser-guided 

Hellfire air-to-surface missiles regularly 
used in attacks on high-value terrorists. 

The Reaper, a $64 million long-endur¬ 
ance aircraft with a 66-foot wingspan, 
had Soleimani in its sights for about 10 
minutes before firing on two cars carry¬ 
ing the Iranian commander and other se¬ 
nior leaders and aides, including the head 

SEE REAPER ON PAGE 5 

Airmen pose with an MQ-9 Reaper at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., in November. The MQ-9 and its crew are one of the most demanded Air Force assets. 

William Rio Rosado/U.S. Air Force 
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Facebook bans ‘dee[ kes T in fight against online manipulation 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Facebook says 
it is banning “deepfake” videos, 
the false but realistic clips cre¬ 
ated with artificial intelligence 
and sophisticated tools, as it 
steps up efforts to fight online 
manipulation. 

The social network said it’s 
beefing up its policies to remove 
videos edited or synthesized in 
ways that aren’t apparent to the 
the average person, and which 
could dupe someone into thinking 
the video’s subject said something 


he or she didn’t actually say. 

Created by artificial intelli¬ 
gence or machine learning, deep- 
fakes combine or replace content 
to create images that can be al¬ 
most impossible to tell are not 
authentic. 

“While these videos are still 
rare on the internet, they pres¬ 
ent a significant challenge for our 
industry and society as their use 
increases,” the Facebook’s vice 
president of global policy man¬ 
agement, Monika Bickert, said in 
a blog post. 

The problem of altered videos 


is taking on increasing urgency 
as experts and lawmakers try to 
figure out how to prevent deep- 
fakes from being used to interfere 
with U.S. presidential elections in 
November. 

Facebook said any videos that 
don’t meet existing standards 
for removal can still be reviewed 
by independent third-party fact- 
checkers. Those deemed false 
will be flagged as such to any¬ 
one trying to share or view them, 
which Bickert said was a better 
approach than just taking them 
down. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 8).$1.1456 

Dollar buys (Jan. 8).€0.8729 

British pound (Jan. 8).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Jan. 8).105.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 8).1,136.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3104 

Canada (Dollar). 1.3020 

China (Yuan). 6.9441 

Denmark (Krone). 6.7053 

Egypt (Pound). 16.0747 

Euro.S1.1144/.8973 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 7.7738 

Hungary (Forint). 297.35 

Israel (Shekel). 3.4692 

Japan (Yen).108.45 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3032 

Norway (Krone).8.8620 

Philippines (Peso).50.91 

Poland (Zloty).3.81 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7514 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3508 

South Korea (Won).1,167.33 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9719 

Thailand (Baht).30.30 

Turkey (New Lira). 5.9766 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.55 

3-month bill.1.52 

30-year bond.2.28 
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Alexander Cook/U.S. Air Force 


An F-35A Lightning II stealth fighter takes off during the Arctic Lightning Airshow at Eielson Air Force 
Base, Alaska, in July. The base will get three Lightning II stealth fighters this year. 


Alaska base to get 3 F-35 fighters 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

The 354th Fighter Wing in Alaska will receive its 
first three F-35A Lightning II stealth fighters early 
this year, a number expected to grow to 54 within 
two years, the wing’s commander said. 

“Our plate is getting bigger in 2020,” wing com¬ 
mander Col. Benjamin Bishop said during an all- 
call at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, on Jan. 2, 
according to an Air Force news release. 

With the dramatic increase in size, the wing’s 
strategic significance will grow as well, he said. 

“In 2020, Eielson is going to change the world,” 
he said. “We are going to change the calculus of the 
United States, but more importantly of our potential 
adversaries.” 

Stationing a fleet of F-35As in Alaska reflects 
the growing strategic importance of the Artie, for¬ 
mer Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson and Gen. 
David Goldfein, the service’s chief of staff, said in a 
commentary co-written for Defense News in Janu¬ 
ary 2019. 

“Both a northern approach to the United States, 
as well as a critical location for projecting Ameri¬ 
can power, its geo-strategic significance is difficult 
to overstate,” they said of the Arctic. 


Alaska will be home to more advanced fighter 
jets by 2022 than any other place on the planet, they 
said. 

Eielson’s overall fleet is expected to grow from 
30 aircraft to 84, a number that also includes nine 
KC-135 Stratotankers from the Alaska Air National 
Guard and 21 F-16 Fighting Falcons. 

The wing will host four iterations of the Red Flag- 
Alaska exercise this year, the same number as in 
2019, Bishop said. 

The base is spending $500 million to expand and 
upgrade infrastructure to host the new F-35As and 
added personnel. Construction includes an F-35A 
flight simulator, munitions storage facility, mainte¬ 
nance hangar and dozens of other buildings. 

Hundreds of additional military personnel will be 
stationed at Eielson once the full F-35A fleet is in 
place. 

In 2017, the Air Force brought F-35As to Alaska 
for a series of cold-weather tests over the next two 
years. 

The 356th Fighter Squadron was reactivated Oct. 
10 in anticipation of the arrival of first permanent 
F-35As, the Air Force said in a statement in the fall. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Report: S. Korea 
moves anti-missile 
battery to Seoul 


By Kim Gamel 
and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea has moved a Patriot anti¬ 
missile battery to the center of 
Seoul in a bid to beef up its de¬ 
fense against the growing threat 
from the North, a local news agen¬ 
cy reported Tuesday. 

The Patriot unit was transferred 
earlier this month from a south¬ 
eastern region to a military base 
in the mountainous area behind 
the presidential palace known as 
the Blue House, according to Yon- 
hap News Agency. 

The move came as the North 
has threatened to unveil a new 
strategic weapon “in the near fu¬ 
ture” as tensions rise over stalled 
nuclear talks between Pyongyang 
and Washington. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un also announced that he no 
longer feels bound by his self-im¬ 
posed moratorium on long-range 
missile and nuclear tests. 

The Patriot battery was be¬ 
lieved to be equipped with PAC-2 
and PAC-3 missiles designed to 
intercept incoming aircraft and 
missiles at altitudes of around 12- 
25 miles, Yonhap said. 

South Korea’s Defense Minis¬ 
try said it couldn’t comment on 
military positioning due to secu¬ 
rity concerns. A South Korean air 
force official, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, confirmed that 
a Patriot unit had been moved 
to Seoul recently but declined to 
provide more details. 

North Korea conducted 15 
weapons tests last year that 
stopped short of violating its 
pledge not to fire long-range mis¬ 
siles but showed progress in de¬ 


veloping short-range rockets that 
could target South Korea, Japan 
and U.S. forces stationed in those 
countries. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, who took office promising 
to pursue peace with the North, 
appealed for renewed diplomatic 
efforts and improved inter-Ko¬ 
rean relations. 

“Saber-rattling and threats 
don’t do anybody any good,” he 
said Tuesday during a televised 
address to mark the new year. 
“Our government will make every 
possible effort to facilitate North 
Korea-U.S. dialogue.” 

He also urged Kim to follow 
through on a promise to visit Seoul 
that was made during Moon’s trip 
to Pyongyang for a summit last 
year. 

“I hope South and North Korea 
can make joint efforts so that the 
conditions for Chairman Kim 
Jong Un’s reciprocal visit can be 
arranged at an early date,” Moon 
said. 

North Korea has largely ignored 
Seoul’s outreach amid the diplo¬ 
matic deadlock with Washington. 

But it has stepped up rhetoric 
criticizing South Korea’s long¬ 
standing alliance with the United 
States and accused Seoul of vio¬ 
lating a bilateral military agree¬ 
ment by deploying fighter jets and 
other defensive measures. 

South Korea and the United 
States both have Patriot units sta¬ 
tioned on the divided peninsula. 
Washington also has deployed 
an advanced anti-missile system 
known as THAAD in the south¬ 
east to intercept threats at a high¬ 
er altitude. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


Weather conditions derail Navy vet’s run around the world 



This journey is coming to an 
end much quicker than I had 
originally planned but I believe 
I have made good headway 
with my ... cause. * 

Dustin Johnson 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— Navy vet Dustin Johnson hit 
a patch of ice and some bad luck 
during his recent attempt to run 
nonstop from Stuttgart to Berlin, 
one part in a larger effort to be¬ 
come the first American to cir¬ 
cumnavigate the earth on foot. 

Johnson was more than 6,000 
miles into his run to raise aware¬ 
ness about veteran suicide when 
he began his trek to Berlin on 
Jan. 1. 

About 85 miles after leaving 
Stuttgart, he jumped out of the 
way of a car that crossed the cen¬ 
ter line. 

He landed in icy grass by the 
side of the road, which “resulted 
in me continuing to slide and 


landing in the bottom of the ditch 
about 10-12ft down on some con¬ 
crete,” Johnson wrote in a Face- 
book post. 

The fall injured his ankle. 
While his road crew provided 
support, he was forced to stop the 
run two hours later. 

“It ways (sic) heavy on my 
heart that I had to stop but I had 


to make the decision because my 
body has already been through so 
much,” he wrote. 

The accident derailed the Mis¬ 
souri native’s attempt to become 
the first American to run around 
the world. He’s already crossed 
South America and half of the 
U.S., and he is in the middle of fin¬ 
ishing Europe. Up next was Aus¬ 


tralia, but wildfires consuming 
swaths of the country have made 
it impossible to safely cross. 

“Since I will only run 11,000 
miles and only across 3 conti¬ 
nents I will not be eligible for any 
of the records and I have come to 
be okay with that because of a few 
reasons,” Johnson said. “My jour¬ 
ney was about the cause and not 
the records.” 

During his stop in Stuttgart, 
Johnson said he was inspired 
to do the run after attempting 
suicide during his struggle with 
transitioning to civilian life. 

The suicide rate among vet¬ 
erans is about 1.5 times the rate 
of those who never served in the 
military, according to Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs data. 

Johnson hit rock bottom in Jan¬ 
uary 2019 when his house burned 


down. But months later, he said 
he found new purpose when he 
hit the road, particularly during 
his grueling run across the Andes 
Mountains. 

“So now I am 100% focused on 
helping others,” he said. 

While his run has been cur¬ 
tailed, it isn’t over. After Europe, 
he plans to finish crossing the 
U.S., which will involve running 
from California to his Missouri 
home, where he began his jour¬ 
ney last spring. 

“This journey is coming to 
an end much quicker than I had 
originally planned but I believe I 
have made good headway with my 
wonderful and deserving cause,” 
Johnson wrote. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Esper: No plans set to take GIs out of Iraq 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Penta¬ 
gon’s top civilian and general said 
Monday that the U.S. military had 
no plans to leave Iraq, disavowing 
an American general’s draft let¬ 
ter mistakenly made public that 
appeared to indicate an imminent 
troop withdrawal. 

“There has been no decision 
made to leave Iraq. Period,” De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Esper said 
Monday at the Pentagon. Troops 
in the country will be reposi¬ 
tioned in some cases, he said, to 
take a more defensive posture as 
the United States prepares for 
potential Iranian retaliation after 
the strike last week that killed 
Mqj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani. 

The letter from Marine Brig. 
Gen. William Seely, the chief of 
the coalition’s Iraq task force, was 
“an honest mistake,” said Army 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The letter circulated on Twit¬ 
ter on Monday afternoon and 


prompted news reports that the 
United States would leave Iraq. 
Several unnamed defense offi¬ 
cials confirmed the authenticity 
of the letter, however Milley said 
it was a draft that should not have 
been provided to the Iraqis. A de¬ 
fense official, who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity, fingered the 
Iraqis for the letter’s leak. 

“It’s a draft,” Milley said. “It’s 
unsigned. People are trying to do 
the right thing in a highly dynam¬ 
ic situation, and it should not have 
been sent.” 

The errant letter came shortly 
after Iraqi lawmakers voted to 
approve a nonbinding resolution 
calling for the government to 
begin the process of expelling the 
U.S.-led coalition from the coun¬ 
try in response to the killing of 
Soleimani, head of the elite Quds 
Force, alongside Abu Mahdi Al- 
Muhandis, the Iraqi leader of Ka- 
taeb Hezbollah, a Shiite militia 
aligned with the Iraqi security 
forces. 

That killing, in a U.S. drone 
strike, drew threats of retaliation 


from Iran and calls for Ameri¬ 
can troops to be expelled from 
the country for violating Iraq’s 
sovereignty. 

Also on Monday, Iraqi Prime 
Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi met 
with U.S. Ambassador Matthew 
Tueller, stressing the need for 
“joint action” to begin the with¬ 
drawal and saying that Iraq was 
making every effort to prevent 
the situation from sliding into 
“open war,” his office said in a 
statement posted to Twitter. 

But Esper was adamant that 
American troops would remain 
in Iraq to fight the remnants of 
ISIS, which retains an under¬ 
ground presence in the country. 
The United States has paused its 
counter-ISIS mission, including 
training Iraqi forces, as it bol¬ 
sters security in case of Iranian 
attacks. 

“We are committed to the de- 
ISIS mission in Iraq alongside 
our allies and partners,” Esper 
said, indicating he expected that 
mission to continue in the future. 

For now, the United States is 


moving troops within Iraq, in¬ 
cluding moving in additional forc¬ 
es from Kuwait, Milley said. The 
Pentagon last week announced 
plans to deploy thousands of 
troops — including a brigade of 
the Army’s 82nd Airborne, Army 
Rangers and Marines — into the 
Middle East amid the heightened 
tensions with Iran. 

The draft letter highlighted 
U.S. appreciation of Iraq’s sov¬ 
ereignty and expressed hope it 
would continue to work together 
as partners. 

“In deference to the sovereign¬ 
ty of the Republic of Iraq, and as 
requested by the Iraqi Parliament 
and the Prime Minister, [the anti- 
ISIS coalition] will be reposi¬ 
tioning forces over the course 
of the coming days and weeks to 
prepare for onward movement,” 
Seely’s letter read. 

Milley characterized it as 
imprecise. 

“It’s poorly worded,” Milley 
said. “It implies withdraw, but 
that is not what is happening.” 

Milley and Esper on Monday 


also defended President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s decision to kill So¬ 
leimani, saying his death likely 
delayed or affected imminent at¬ 
tacks on American forces through 
the Middle East. 

The senior Pentagon leaders 
declined to describe the nature 
of those attacks or offer evidence 
they were imminent, saying pro¬ 
viding such details could reveal 
classified sources and methods 
for intelligence gathering. 

They were scheduled to brief 
lawmakers on that Iran intelli¬ 
gence on Wednesday. 

“Very few people saw that intel¬ 
ligence,” Milley said. “I will stand 
by the intelligence I saw — it was 
compelling, it was imminent, and 
it was very, very clear in scale 
and scope. He was planning, co¬ 
ordinating and synchronizing 
significant combat operations 
against U.S. military forces in the 
region, and it was imminent.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Chad 
Garland contributed to this report. 
dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicskteinDC 


Germany, some others in NATO 
move forces out of central Iraq 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— Some NATO allies are pull¬ 
ing their militaries out of Iraq 
because of security concerns, a 
move that comes after the alli¬ 
ance suspended a mission to train 
Iraqi forces. 

Germany will send 30 of its 
120 soldiers in Iraq to Jordan and 
Kuwait while others will remain 
positioned in the less volatile 
Kurdistan region. 

Germany’s defense and foreign 
ministries announced the moves 
in a letter to parliament Monday. 

“When the training is able to re¬ 
sume, the military personnel can 
be reinstated,” the two ministries 
said in a joint letter, Deutsche 
Welle reported. 

Other countries have taken 
similar steps. Croatia has moved 


its 14 soldiers from Iraq, with 
seven bound for Kuwait and the 
rest headed home. 

“In accordance with the deci¬ 
sions of the NATO alliance about 
removing the mission from Iraq 
to Kuwait, members of the Croa¬ 
tian army were withdrawn from 
Baghdad to Kuwait and are now 
in a safe area,” Croatia’s Defense 
Ministry said in a statement 
Monday. 

Croatia said it will continue to 
monitor the security decisions to¬ 
gether with allies. 

NATO’s training mission in 
Iraq involves about 500 troops. 
The mission began in 2018 at 
Iraq’s request, but tensions with 
Iran after the U.S.’ killing of Maj. 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani have 
brought those efforts to a halt. 

The mission was focused on 
strengthening Iraqi security 
forces and military education in¬ 


stitutions with an aim of helping 
them prevent the return of Islam¬ 
ic State. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg on Monday said the 
training mission could resume at 
some point. 

“We are ready to restart the 
training when the situation on the 
ground makes that possible. We 
are in close contact with the Iraqi 
authorities, with the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment,” Stoltenberg told reporters 
in Brussels. 

Other countries that have 
moved soldiers out of Iraq include 
Slovakia, which had seven troops 
in the country. 

Slovenia, which has forces in 
northern Iraq, plans to stay in the 
country for now, The Associated 
Press reported. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Slobodan 
Lekic contributed to this report. 
vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 



Alison Carr/U.S. Army 


A German soldier examines another soldier during aeromedical 
training in Iraq in May. Some allies have begun pulling their forces 
out of Iraq because of security concerns in the country. Germany will 
send 30 of its 120 soldiers currently in Iraq to Jordan and Kuwait. 


Report: 6 B-52s heading to Diego Garcia amid Iran tensions 

By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 



Heather Redman/U.S. Air Force 


Six B-52 bombers are being 
sent to British-controlled Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean 
because the island is out of 
range of Iranian missiles, 

CNN said Monday, citing an 
unidentified Pentagon source. 


The Pentagon on Monday or¬ 
dered six B-52 bombers deployed 
to Diego Garcia, a British-con- 
trolled island in the Indian Ocean, 
for possible operations against 
Iran, CNN reported Monday. 

The bombers are being sent to 
Diego Garcia because the island 
is out of range of Iranian missiles, 
CNN said, citing an unidentified 
Pentagon source. 

America’s B-52 bomber wings 
are based at Minot Air Force 
Base, N.D., and Barksdale Air 
Force Base, La. 

The deployment does not signal 


the Pentagon has ordered opera¬ 
tions, CNN said. 

“The Pentagon has tradition¬ 
ally deployed long-range bomb¬ 
ers and other aircraft as a sign of 
U.S. force presence capability,” 
the report said. 

A Pentagon spokesman told 
Stars and Stripes on Monday he 
was unable to comment on poten¬ 
tial movements of U.S. forces. 

Tensions rose during the holi¬ 
days between the two nations 
after an Iran-backed militia fired 
rockets at a coalition base in 
northern Iraq, killing a U.S. con¬ 
tractor and wounding American 
and Iraqi troops. 

The U.S. retaliated with air- 


strikes in Iraq and Syria on Dec. 
29 that killed 25 fighters with the 
Iran-backed Kataeb Hezbollah. 
That militia and its supporters 
attacked the U.S. Green Zone in 
Baghdad on Dec. 31. 

On Friday, a U.S. airstrike near 
Baghdad airport killed Gen. Qas¬ 
sem Soleimani, head of Iran’s elite 
Quds military force and the mas¬ 
termind of attacks against Ameri¬ 
can forces over two decades. 

Iranian leaders have vowed re¬ 
venge for the assassination, which 
the White House said was war¬ 
ranted because of an “imminent” 
attack planned by Soleimani. 

Shortly after the killing, the 
State Department advised all U.S. 


citizens to depart Iraq. 

The U.S. has long employed 
Diego Garcia in military affairs 
involving the Middle East. 

In the early 1970s, the U.S. 
received permission from Great 
Britain to expand the island’s air¬ 
field and build a naval port. 

After the Iran hostage crisis 
of 1979-81, the U.S. and its allies 
took steps to assure the flow of 
ships carrying crude oil through 
the Persian Gulf, and two paral¬ 
lel runways capable of handling 
long-range, heavy bombers were 
built on the island. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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Dozens die in 
funeral stampede 


Reaper: 

General was 
a ‘target of 
opportunity’ 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

of an Iraqi-based militia 
group that has been in con¬ 
flict with U.S. forces. 

The cameras on the 
Reaper likely would have 
made it possible to identify 
Soleimani, determine his 
location in a vehicle and 
even what kind of clothing 
he wore, according to Brett 
Velicovich, a former Army 
special operations soldier 
who directed drone opera¬ 
tions during missions in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Soleimani’s car was the 
first in the two-car convoy 
as it drove down an access 
road leaving the airport, 
and slipped into second be¬ 
fore it and the now lead car 
were hit by two Hellfires 
each, with no civilian cars 
in sight, according to the 
official. 

The details of the attack 
appeared to corroborate 
what a separate U.S. offi¬ 
cial told reporters in Wash¬ 
ington on Friday — that all 
steps were taken to mini¬ 
mize civilian casualties 
and that Soleimani was a 
“target of opportunity.” It 
also demonstrated that the 
U.S. retains the capability 
to execute so-called “time 
sensitive targeting” and 
aerial attacks of adver¬ 
saries if there’s adequate 
intelligence. 

U.S. intelligence efforts 
were likely aided by So¬ 
leimani’s celebrity status 
in the region, according to 
one analyst. 

“Soleimani thrives on 
publicity, and he was well- 
known and visible,” said 
Kenneth Katzman, senior 
Middle East analyst for the 
Congressional Research 
Service. “Therefore it was 
relatively easy to track his 
movements using basic in¬ 
telligence sharing relation¬ 
ships and not requiring any 
extraordinary or unusual 
level of cooperation.” 

The previous best pub¬ 
lic example of timely tar¬ 
geting and attack with a 
Hellfire was the nighttime 
November 2015 killing by 
a Reaper of Islamic State 
terrorist “Jihadi John,” 
who was hit in a vehicle in 
Raqqa, Syria. 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — A stampede 
broke out Tuesday at a funeral 
for a top Iranian general slain in 
a U.S. airstrike, and at least 56 
people were killed and more than 
200 were injured as thousands 
thronged the procession, Iranian 
news reports said. 

The stampede took place in 
Kerman, the hometown of Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard Gen. Qassem So¬ 
leimani, as the procession began, 
said Pirhossein Koulivand, head 
of Iran’s emergency medical 
services. 

There was no information what 
set off the crush. Online videos 
showed people lying apparently 
lifeless, their faces covered by 
clothing. Emergency crews per¬ 
formed CPR on others as people 
wailed in the background, crying 
out to God. 

“Unfortunately as a result of 
the stampede, some of our com¬ 
patriots have been injured and 
some have been killed during the 
funeral processions/’ Koulivand 
said. 

State TV reported the death 
toll of 56, with 213 injured, citing 
Koulivand. 

Soleimani’s burial was delayed, 
with no new time given, because 
of concerns about the massive 
crowd that had gathered, the 
semi-official ISNA news agency 
said. 

A procession in Tehran on Mon¬ 
day drew over 1 million people in 
the Iranian capital. 

Soleimani’s death in a drone 



Erfan Kouchari, Tasnim N 


Coffins of Gen. Qassem Soleimani and others killed in Iraq by a U.S. drone strike are carried on a truck 
surrounded by mourners during a funeral procession Tuesday in Soleimani’s hometown, Kerman, Iran. 
Dozens of mourners were killed and hundreds hurt at the start of Tuesday’s procession in a stampede. 


strike Friday has sparked calls 
across Iran for revenge against 
America, drastically raising ten¬ 
sions across the Middle East. 

Earlier Tuesday, Hossein Sa¬ 
lami, the new leader of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard, vowed to 
avenge Soleimani’s death as he 
addressed a crowd of supporters 
gathered at the coffin in a central 
square in Kerman. 

“We tell our enemies that we 
will retaliate but if they take an¬ 
other action we will set ablaze the 
places that they like and are pas¬ 
sionate about," Salami said. 

The funeral processions in 
major cities over three days have 
been an unprecedented honor for 
Soleimani, viewed by Iranians as 
a national hero for his work lead¬ 
ing the Guard’s expeditionary 
Quds Force. 

In his eulogy to the crowd, Sa¬ 


lami praised Soleimani’s work, 
describing him as essential to 
backing Palestinian groups, Ye¬ 
men’s Houthi rebels and Shiite 
militias in Iraq and Syria. As a 
martyr, Soleimani represented 
an even greater threat to Iran’s 
enemies, Salami said. 

According to a report on Tues¬ 
day by the semi-official Tasnim 
news agency, Iran has worked up 
13 sets of plans to avenge Solei¬ 
mani’s death. The report quoted 
Ali Shamkhani, the secretary of 
Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council, as saying that even the 
weakest among them would be a 
“historic nightmare” for the U.S. 
He declined to elaborate. 

“If the U.S. troops do not leave 
our region voluntarily and up¬ 
right, we will do something to 
carry their bodies horizontally 
out," Shamkhani said. 


Response: US prepares for possible attack 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

U.S. is continuing to reinforce 
its own positions in the region, 
including repositioning some 
forces. One official said the U.S. 
anticipated a “major” attack of 
some type within the next day or 
two. 

On Tuesday, the U.S. Maritime 
Administration put out the warn¬ 
ing for ships, citing the rising 
threats after Soleimani’s killing. 

Soleimani’s death, which has 
sparked major protests, further 
nuclear development and new 
threats of violence, has raised the 
prospect of a wide and unpredict¬ 
able conflict in the Middle East 
and escalated tensions between 
Iran and the U.S. 

Two U.S. officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity to dis¬ 
cuss internal discussions, said 
targeting Soleimani was not rep¬ 
resentative of a wholesale shift 
in American policy toward Iran, 
despite Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo’s comments on Sun¬ 
day that the U.S. was targeting 
Iran’s “actual decision-makers” 
rather than its network of proxy 
allies. Trump has repeatedly 
contended that he is not seeking 
“regime change” in Iran, as has 
been pushed by some of his more 


hawkish advisers. 

Still, Trump’s strike against 
Soleimani, a revered figure in 
Iran whose death sparked large 
displays of anger and grief, was a 
risky decision his Republican and 
Democratic predecessors opted 
not to take out of concern it would 
draw the U.S. and Iran closer to 
conflict. 

U.S. officials are also aware 
that Iran could try to strike a 
high-level American leader in a 
“tit-for-tat” move, potentially a 
military commander. 

One official said some Ira¬ 
nian ships have spread out, and 
while the intent isn’t immediately 
clear, they could move rapidly to 
attack. 

The U.S. military has increased 
protection of its forces, par¬ 
ticularly in Iraq. Officials said a 
number of the recently deployed 
soldiers from the 1st Brigade of 
the 82nd Airborne Division had 
moved into Iraq from Kuwait to 
increase security. The U.S. mili¬ 
tary has stopped all training of 
Iraqi forces to focus on force pro¬ 
tection, officials said. 

As of Monday, officials said, 
there had not been a broadly 
distributed order or recommen¬ 
dation to increase security at 


military installations worldwide. 
Instead, decisions were being left 
to the commanders. 

Meanwhile on Capitol Hill, 
Democrats prepared largely sym¬ 
bolic resolutions under the War 
Powers Act to limit the president’s 
military actions regarding Iran. 

Senators are to receive a brief¬ 
ing Wednesday on the situation, 
according to a person familiar 
with the meeting. Pompeo, Esper, 
CIA Director Gina Haspel and 
Army Gen. Mark Milley, chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
are expected to speak. The House 
is also expected to be briefed this 
week. 

In remarks to reporters Mon¬ 
day, Milley insisted that the intel¬ 
ligence on which Trump based his 
decision to kill Soleimani called 
for urgent action. 

“I’ll stand by the intelligence I 
saw,” he said, adding that details 
are classified. “Did it exactly say 
who, what, when and where? No, 
but he was planning, coordinat¬ 
ing and synchronizing significant 
operations against U.S. military 
forces in the region, and it was 
imminent.” 


Iran’s parliament, meanwhile, 
has passed an urgent bill declar¬ 
ing the U.S. military’s command 
at the Pentagon and those acting 
on its behalf in Soleimani’s killing 
as “terrorists," subject to Iranian 
sanctions. 

Solemani will ultimately be 
laid to rest between the graves of 
Enayatollah Talebizadeh and Mo¬ 
hammad Hossein Yousef Elahi, 
two former Guard comrades. The 
two died in Operation Dawn 8 
in Iran’s 1980s war with Iraq in 
which Soleimani also took part, a 
1986 amphibious assault that cut 
Iraq off from the Persian Gulf 
and led to the end of the bloody 
war that killed 1 million people. 
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Pentagon rules out striking Iranian cultural sites 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon on 
Monday distanced itself from President 
Donald Trump’s assertions that he would 
bomb Iranian cultural sites despite inter¬ 
national prohibitions on such attacks. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper said the 
U.S. will “follow the laws of armed con¬ 
flict.” When asked if that ruled out target¬ 
ing cultural sites, Esper said pointedly, 
“That’s the laws of armed conflict.” 

The split between the president and his 
Pentagon chief came amid heightened ten¬ 
sions with Tehran following a U.S. drone 
strike that killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
the head of Iran’s elite Quds Force. Trump 
had twice warned that he would hit Iranian 
cultural sites if Tehran retaliates against 
the U.S. 

Esper’s public comments reflected the 
private concerns of other defense and mili¬ 
tary officials, who cited legal prohibitions 
on attacks on civilian, cultural and reli¬ 
gious sites, except under certain, threaten¬ 
ing circumstances. 

Trump first raised the prospect of tar¬ 


geting cultural sites in a tweet on Saturday 
and reiterated that view to reporters the 
next day. 

“We have targeted 52 Iranian sites (rep¬ 
resenting the 52 American hostages taken 
by Iran many years ago), some at a very 
high level & important to Iran & Iranian 
culture, and those targets, and Iran itself, 
WILL BE HIT VERY FAST AND VERY 
HARD,“ he tweeted. 

His Twitter message caught adminis¬ 
tration officials off-guard and prompted 
an immediate outcry from legal scholars, 
national security experts and Democratic 
lawmakers. But the president stood by his 
threat the following day. 

“They’re allowed to kill our people. 
They’re allowed to torture and maim our 
people. They’re allowed to use roadside 
bombs and blow up our people,” he told 
reporters traveling with him on Air Force 
One. “And we’re not allowed to touch their 
cultural sites? It doesn’t work that way.” 

By international law, however, it does. 

Specifically, the 1954 Hague Convention 
says nations must “take all possible steps” 
to protect cultural property and shall re¬ 
frain “from any act of hostility, directed 


against such property.” It also says nations 
must not use cultural sites for any threat¬ 
ening purposes that would make such loca¬ 
tions a military target. 

The Pentagon has long had a list of po¬ 
tential targets both inside Iran as well as 
those associated with Iran throughout the 
Middle East. Those targets and war plans 
are routinely updated, including during 
the recent uptick in hostilities. 

Officials won’t discuss the list, but it is 
certain to include an array of Iranian mili¬ 
tary sites and capabilities, including mis¬ 
sile, air defense and command and control 
locations. 

Any targets would go through a lengthy 
vetting process within the military and 
the Pentagon to determine that they are 
legal, appropriate and proportionate to any 
Iranian action. Only after that process is 
complete would a list of potential sites go 
before the president for approval. 

Outside the Pentagon, Trump’s threats 
were met with condemnation. 

“It shows that he is somewhat deranged 
about this,“ said Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va. 
“The pledge to attack cultural sites, likely, 
is a violation of international law.” 


Kaine said that all Trump is doing “is 
escalating tensions and he seems to be¬ 
lieve, ‘I can strike you, but you can’t strike 
me.’ That’s not the way the world works.” 
He added that Trump needs to confer with 
Congress. 

The threats also drew reaction from the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 

“The targeting of sites of global cultural 
heritage is abhorrent to the collective val¬ 
ues of our society,” museum leaders said 
in a statement. “At this challenging time, 
we must remind ourselves of the global im¬ 
portance of protecting cultural sites — the 
objects and places by which individuals, 
communities, and nations connect to their 
history and heritage. 

Ahead of Esper’s comments, other ad¬ 
ministration officials made similar efforts 
to distance themselves from Trump with¬ 
out directly contradicting him. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 
Sunday that any U.S. military strikes in¬ 
side Iran would be legal. 

“We’ll behave inside the system,” Pom¬ 
peo said. “We always have and we always 
will.” 


Soleimani’s legacy: 
High-tech EFPs that 
haunted US troops 



U.S. Army 


An explosive ordnance disposal specialist pulls a ready-to-fire explosively formed penetrator from a 
hidden room in a house in Sa’ada Village, Iraq, in 2007. The EFPs, a weapon of Iranian engineering, are 
much deadlier and more effective than traditional lEDs. 


By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

Brian Castner combed over the 
armored vehicle, mostly intact 
aside from entry and exit holes 
rimmed with molten copper that 
had since cooled. 

The U.S. soldiers who had been 
inside were medevaced near 
Kirkuk that summer in 2006, 
leaving the Air Force bomb tech¬ 
nician alone with the vehicle. 
Pools of blood simmered under 
the Iraqi sun, near what one sol¬ 
dier left behind. 

“There was still one foot left in 
the Humvee,” Castner said. 

The targeted U.S. killing early 
Friday of Mqj. Gen. Qasem So¬ 
leimani, the head of Iran’s elite 
Quds Force, has heightened ten¬ 
sions between Iran and the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

But it also refocused attention 
on Soleimani’s legacy in Iraq, 
where sophisticated weapons and 
tactics he oversaw menaced U.S. 
troops for years, leaving a trail 
of dead and wounded service 
members. 

The vehicle that Castner in¬ 
spected was eviscerated by an 
explosively formed penetrator 
(EFP), a weapon of Iranian en¬ 
gineering that was salted across 
battlefields wherever Iranian- 
backed Shiite militias and fight¬ 
ers gathered, such as Kirkuk and 
Baghdad’s Sadr City, he told The 
Washington Post on Friday. 

The weapons, compact but 
potent, are deployed against ar¬ 
mored vehicles in a way similar 
to traditional IEDs but are much 
deadlier and more effective, Cast¬ 
ner said. But they are also more 



Brian Castner 


Brian Castner, a former Air Force 
explosive ordnance disposal 
officer, holds an EFP weapon in 
Kirkuk, Iraq, in June 2006. 

complex and difficult to produce. 

Shaped like a coffee can but a 
little smaller, with a slightly con¬ 
cave end, the device is packed 
with plastic explosives that turn a 
copper plate into molten slugs that 
barrel through several inches of 
armor, sending elongated shards 
tumbling through bodies and ve¬ 
hicles, and producing entry and 
exit holes similar to gunshots. 

“They were really bad,” Cast¬ 
ner said, and by far the most- 
dreaded explosive device he 
encountered because of their 
deadly efficiency. 

EFPs killed at least 196 U.S. 
troops and wounded nearly 900 
between 2005 and 2011, defense 
officials revealed in 2015, and 
Castner said a high number of 
amputations throughout the war 
were the direct result of the weap¬ 
ons. In the 2006 attack, slugs took 


both legs off a soldier and one 
from a gunner, he wrote in his 
memoir, “The Long Walk.” 

The copper slugs, which form 
into a tadpole shape, can reach 
Mach 6, or 2,000 meters per sec¬ 
ond, The Post previously report¬ 
ed. By comparison, a .50-caliber 
round fired from a sniper rifle 
has a muzzle velocity of less than 
900 meters a second. 

Shaped charges have roots in 
World War II, but their variants, 
EFPs, were employed by Hezbol¬ 
lah as early as the 1990s against 
Israelis before migrating to Iraq 
in 2004, according to the U.S. Ar¬ 
my’s history of the war. 

Soleimani’s Quds Force pro¬ 
vided EFP training and logis¬ 
tics to militants in Iraq, along 
with far-reaching supply routes 
and factories inside the country, 
the history said, where knowl¬ 


edge and tips on their construc¬ 
tion filled CD-ROMs circulated 
among bombmakers. 

Iranian-backed bombmakers 
were also creative in their defeat 
of U.S. countermeasures, Castner 
said. 

The infrared sensor, operating 
in a manner similar to the safety 
beam used for garage doors, is 
used to trigger the explosion. De¬ 
vices called “rhino” horns were 
attached to U.S. vehicles to set off 
the EFPs before the targets drew 
alongside, but bombmakers would 
revise their design to account for 
the horns and revamp the geom¬ 
etry of the array to make sure 
the slugs passed through drivers, 
passenger compartments and en¬ 
gines, he said. 

The United States spent billions 
of dollars to curtail the threat of 
IEDs, but the killing continued 


long after measures such as radio 
signal jammers and other equip¬ 
ment saturated the country. The 
number of EFP attacks peaked in 
2008, Military Times reported. 

Iran was responsible for at 
least 603 U.S. deaths in Iraq, de¬ 
fense officials have said, or about 
a sixth of all fatalities. Hundreds 
of EFP victims and their family 
members are seeking damages 
from Iran in federal court for 
its role in deploying the weapon, 
Military Times reported. 

Quds Force activity in Iraq 
reached further than marbling 
roads with EFPs, and Soleimani’s 
influence was imprinted on vari¬ 
ous Shiite militias that fought U.S. 
troops, such as Muqtada al-Sadr’s 
Mahdi Army, which the cleric 
called on to reactivate in the wake 
of Soleimani’s death. 
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Gl blood drive goals raised 
after Americans attacked 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The Armed Services Blood 
Program-Europe has issued an 
urgent call for blood donations for 
U.S. service members deployed to 
Africa and elsewhere, days after 
an attack in Kenya killed three 
Americans. 

“In light of recent events in the 
news, we need types 0 and A as 
soon as possible!” the program 
posted on its Facebook site Tues¬ 
day. The drive began Monday and 
continues Wednesday, from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the blood donor center 
at Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center. 

It was to be a routine, post-holi¬ 
day blood drive, program spokes¬ 
woman Stacy Sanning said. 

“Then we got quite a few calls 
for blood products, more than 
normal, so we went ahead and in¬ 
creased it from a routine to criti¬ 
cal need.” 

Sanning said she can’t disclose 
which units are requesting the 


blood or whether it’s related to 
the aftermath of the attack. But it 
involves “a specific request from 
people who need to take it with 
them somewhere pretty quick,” 
Sanning said. 

Some of the donated blood will 
go to service members deployed 
to Africa and to help a patient at 
the U.S. Naval Hospital in Rota, 
Spain. 

It’s unclear whether the need 
is tied to the recent attack by al- 
Shabab on the Kenyan airfield in 
Manda Bay. A U. S. soldier and two 
Defense Department contractors 
were killed, and two other Ameri¬ 
cans were injured in the Sunday 
attack by the al-Qaida-aligned 
militants. 

U.S. Africa Command’s East 
Africa Response Force deployed 
to Manda Bay later Sunday to se¬ 
cure the airfield. 

The blood program took the un¬ 
usual step to specify on Facebook 
which blood types are especially 
needed: 46 Type 0, 20 Type A 
and four Type B-positive. 

Type 0 and A blood can come 


from donors with either positive 
or negative types, Sanning said. 

The Armed Services Blood 
Program-Europe collects blood 
from the U.S. military community 
for active-duty service members, 
NATO forces, families, retirees 
and Defense Department civil¬ 
ians overseas. 

“The blood that we collect is 
the only source of blood products 
for our U.S. military in Africa ... 
because the local blood supply 
there doesn’t meet the minimum 
[Food and Drug Administration] 
standards,” Sanning said. 

Additional routine blood drives 
are scheduled at various mili¬ 
tary bases in Europe throughout 
January. 

For locations and times of the 
upcoming drives, as well as donor 
eligibility guidelines, go to: www. 
militarydonor.com or look up 
Armed Services Blood Program 
- Europe on Facebook. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Pilot from Ariz. among 
those killed in Kenya 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — An 
Arizona man contracted to fly 
aircraft for the U.S. military was 
among those killed Sunday when 
Somali militants attacked a base 
in Kenya, a local television sta¬ 
tion reported. 

Dustin Harrison’s wife, Hope, 
told Tucson’s KOLD News 13 that 
she and their daughter were fly¬ 
ing to an unnamed Air Force base 
to receive his body. “My silent 
hero,” Hope Harrison wrote in a 
Facebook post. 

Harrison told the network that 
she was meeting with her hus¬ 
band’s co-workers to learn more 
about the attack. 

“My world is completely a 
nightmare at the moment. My 
worst fear is now my reality. The 
pain is unbearable. Please keep 
myself and our family in your 
prayers,” she wrote on Facebook. 

Harrison was one of three 
people killed when their base was 
overrun by insurgents. 

Army Spc. Henry Mayfield Jr., 
23, from the Chicago suburb of 
Hazel Crest, also died in the at¬ 
tack. A third victim, a Defense 
Department contractor, hasn’t 



Harrison 


been public¬ 
ly named. 

U.S. Africa 
Command 
dispatched 
a quick re¬ 
action force 
based out of 
Djibouti to 
Kenya in the 
wake of the 
attack to bol¬ 
ster security 


there. 

Early on Sunday morning, 
al-Shabab fighters stormed the 
Kenyan compound with indirect 
and small-arms fire, U.S. Africa 
Command said. Five U.S. aircraft 
were destroyed and one was dam¬ 
aged during the attack. Six con- 
tractor-operated civilian aircraft 
were also damaged, AFRICOM 
said. 

U.S. and Kenyan forces even¬ 
tually repelled the attack from 
the al-Shabab militants, who are 
aligned with al-Qaida. 

The base in Kenya plays a role in 
U.S. military operations in neigh¬ 
boring Somalia, where American 
forces have been assisting in the 
battle against al-Shabab. 


vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


As violence soars, time runs out for Afghan interpreters 



Photos by Sarah Blake Morgan/AP 


Zia Ghafoori displays the Purple Heart at his home in Charlotte, N.C., that he received while working 
with U.S. forces in Afghanistan. Ghafoori, an interpreter, was wounded during the Battle of Shok Valley. 


By Sarah Blake Morgan 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — In a 
quiet cul-de-sac of this major 
North Carolina city, two boys 
kicked a soccer ball as their fa¬ 
ther tended to the tiny scraped 
knee of a third. “You’re strong,” 
Zia “Booyah” Ghafoori said, 
scooping up his youngest son. 

A U.S. flag fluttered gently 
from a pole attached to their mod¬ 
est two-story home, the epicenter 
of the Afghan family’s new life in 
America. 

Ghafoori, 36, came to the U.S. 
with his pregnant wife and three 
small children in 2014 on a Spe¬ 
cial Immigrant Visa. The visa is 
Ghafoori’s reward for his 14 years 
as an interpreter for U.S. Special 
Forces or, as Ghafoori calls them, 
“his brothers.” His nickname, 
Booyah, came from them. 

While earning the admira¬ 
tion and respect of the U.S. mili¬ 
tary, Ghafoori’s work made him 
a traitor in the eyes of some of 
his countrymen. He came to the 
United States to escape possible 
retribution from the Taliban, the 
extremist Islamic group that has 
steadily regained power in the 
country since being ousted by the 
U.S. after the 9/11 attacks. 

Hostility toward the U.S. has 
spiked in neighboring Iran and 
in Iraq in recent days after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump ordered an 
airstrike that killed a top Iranian 
military leader in Baghdad. 

Ghafoori was a teenager when 
he signed on as an interpreter for 
the prestigious Green Berets. He 
was awarded a Purple Heart for 


wounds suffered during the Battle 
of Shok Valley in 2008. Ghafoori 
recently passed his citizenship 
test and is going to be among 
those sworn in as newly minted 
Americans later this week. 

Grateful for his good fortune, he 
decided last year to launch the In¬ 
terpreting Freedom Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization aimed at 
helping interpreters navigate the 
Special Immigrant Visa process 
and settle in the U.S. Ghafoori 
spends most nights on the phone, 
answering calls from Afghans 
awaiting their visa approval. He’s 


also traveled to Washington on 
his own dime to meet with law¬ 
makers who may be able to help. 

According to the State Depart¬ 
ment, nearly 13,000 Special Im¬ 
migrant Visas have been granted 
to Afghan nationals since 2014. 
Last February, the Consolidat¬ 
ed Appropriations Act for Fis¬ 
cal Year 2019 made 4,000 more 
available, while an additional 
4,000 became available through 
a $738 billion defense policy bill 
passed last month. That’s hopeful 
news for the 19,000 Afghans still 
waiting for the State Department 


to decide their fate. 

One of those is “Ahmad,“ who 
served as an interpreter along¬ 
side U.S. troops in Afghanistan 
for nearly a decade. The Associ¬ 
ated Press is concealing his real 
name for safety reasons. 

“I put my life at risk and also 
my family’s life in order to help 
the people of Afghanistan ... as 
well as the U.S. armed forces, 
because they came from too far 
away to help us,” Ahmad said in 
an interview from Afghanistan’s 
capital city of Kabul. 

Ahmad was hired in 2006 by 



Ghafoori got a Special Immigrant 
Visa in 2014 and is working 
toward becoming a U.S. citizen. 


now-retired Special Forces Mqj. 
David Smyth, a decorated Green 
Beret who served four deploy¬ 
ments in Afghanistan. 

“(Ahmad) is one of the most 
loyal and courageous men I 
have ever met in my life,” Smyth 
wrote in a letter that the former 
interpreter included with his ap¬ 
plication for a special visa in 
September. That same month, 
a federal judge ruled that the 
Trump administration broke the 
law by not promptly resolving 
visa applications. 

Ahmad has received no re¬ 
sponse from the U.S. government 
to his application. As he waits, life 
in Afghanistan is getting poten¬ 
tially more dangerous. 

Ghafoori and Smyth worry 
time is slipping away for former 
interpreters like Ahmad. 

“I don’t think it will be long 
before the Taliban takes over Af¬ 
ghanistan again,” Smyth says. “If 
that happens, these guys are all 
targets.” 
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Bolton willing to testify if called 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former 
White House national security 
adviser John Bolton said he is 
“prepared to testify” if he is 
subpoenaed by the Senate in its 
impeachment trial of President 
Donald Trump, a surprise state¬ 
ment that bolstered Democrats in 
their push for new witnesses. 

Bolton, who left the White 
House in September, said Mon¬ 
day that he has weighed the issues 
of executive privilege and after 
“careful consideration and study” 
decided that he would comply 
with any Senate subpoena. 

“If the Senate issues a subpoena 
for my testimony, I am prepared 
to testify,” he said. 

If Bolton were to appear, he 
could provide a first-hand ac¬ 


Report: 

Bus passed 
truck before 
Pa. crash 

By Mark Scolforo 

Associated Press 

Federal investigators said 
Monday a packed bus passed a 
truck on the Pennsylvania Turn¬ 
pike shortly before losing con¬ 
trol and causing a chain-reaction 
wreck that killed five and injured 
dozens. 

An initial report about the facts 
should be out in about 10 days, but 
it could be up to two years before 
the 3:30 a.m. Sunday crash is fully 
analyzed, National Transporta¬ 
tion Safety Board member Jenni¬ 
fer Homendy told reporters. 

“I thought it was devastating,” 
Homendy said after reviewing 
evidence. “I imagine that if you 
were in this accident, that it was 
scary.” 

She said the motor coach began 
its trip at 10 p.m. Saturday in 
Queens, N.Y., then stopped in 
Manhattan and Hackensack, 
N. J. She said driver Shuang Qing 
Feng, 58, was about 10 miles from 
being subbed out by the next driv¬ 
er when his bus passed a FedEx 
truck. 

“Down the road” the driver 
lost control and the bus hit a con¬ 
crete median barrier, went up 
an embankment and ended up 
blocking the westbound turnpike 
travel lanes, she said. The FedEx 
truck could not stop and hit the 
bus, after which a UPS truck also 
struck it. 

Lamar Brady, of Columbus, 
Ohio, said he was awake in a 
window seat on the right side of 
the bus and saw the crash occur. 
Brady told Ohio reporters that it 
seemed to him the bus driver was 
traveling too fast as the bus moved 
to pass a slower-moving FedEx 
tractor-trailer and then lost con¬ 
trol and struck the embankment. 

“I keep seeing the accident un¬ 
fold in my head,” Brady, 21, told 
The Columbus Dispatch as he 


count of events central to the 
impeachment case against the 
president. As a senior adviser, he 
was present for key moments that 
were investigated in the House’s 
impeachment inquiry, includ¬ 
ing meetings with Ukrainian 
officials. 

His willingness to comply with 
a subpoena could complicate the 
strategy of Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er Mitch McConnell, who has ex¬ 
pressed resistance to calling new 
witnesses. Bolton left a message 
for McConnell before he issued 
his statement on Monday morn¬ 
ing, a person familiar with the 
matter confirmed to The Associ¬ 
ated Press on the condition of an¬ 
onymity because he or she wasn’t 
authorized to speak publicly. 

McConnell has called for a 
swift impeachment trial, with 


rode another bus home. 

Homendy said she does not 
know if the bus was speeding, but 
state police have recovered an 
engine control module that may 
provide details and investigators 
hope another vehicle’s outward¬ 
facing camera recorded relevant 
footage. 

The road was resurfaced last 
year and was in good condition, 
she said. 

The bus carrying 56 passen¬ 
gers was headed to Cincinnati 
and then Louisville before it was 
to return to Queens, Homendy 
said. 

The driver was thrown from 
the bus and died at the scene on 
Interstate 76 in a mountainous 
and rural area about 30 miles 
west of Pittsburgh. 

The great majority of all ve¬ 
hicle crashes involve some sort of 
driver behavior, said Christopher 
Turner, director of crash and data 
programs for the Commercial Ve¬ 
hicle Safety Alliance. 

“This is not a typical incident 
— buses overturning is not a 


a possible final vote after open¬ 
ing arguments. He has repeat¬ 
edly referred to President Bill 
Clinton’s impeachment, when 
leaders decided how to proceed 
after the trial had started. In that 
case, witnesses gave closed-door 
depositions and some excerpts of 
those interviews were played on 
the Senate floor. 

First, though, the Senate must 
receive the articles of impeach¬ 
ment. House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi has stalled the transmission 
of House-passed articles against 
Trump in a bid for the witness 
testimony that Democrats are 
seeking. 

Pelosi did not provide any clues 
about her next steps Monday. But 
in a tweet she said Trump and 
McConnell have “run out of ex¬ 
cuses” for not calling witnesses 


common occurrence,” Turner 
said. “But obviously the risk is 
tremendous.” 

State police said the motor 
coach was operated by Z&D Tour 
Inc. of Rockaway, N.J. Several 
calls seeking comment from the 
bus company and its owner were 
not returned. 

But Z&D owner Chen Dan Yu 
told The New York Times that 
weather was to blame. “It sud¬ 
denly started to snow,” he said. 

Mount Pleasant Township Fire 
Chief Jerry Lucia, among the 
first to arrive at the scene, en¬ 
countered dazed victims who had 
already been able to get out of 
the wreckage. The road was wet 
after being treated with road salt 
following about an inch of snow 
some four or five hours earlier, 
he said. 

“My rescue engine was on the 
scene right before me,” Lucia 
said Monday. “When they got out 
of their vehicle they came upon 
40-some people standing along 
the road with no shoes on, freez¬ 
ing cold.” 


or producing documents that 
Trump has blocked. 

Trump told Rush Limbaugh 
on his radio show that the whole 
process is “sad for our country” 
and suggested that Pelosi doesn’t 
want a trial. 

“She doesn’t want to get a vote 
because how could anybody pos¬ 
sibly — it’s totally partisan,” 
Trump said. 

Bolton’s testimony would in¬ 
ject an element of unpredictabil¬ 
ity to an impeachment trial that 
is widely expected to end with 
Trump’s acquittal. He clashed 
with Trump while working at the 
White House, and the two men of¬ 
fered differing versions of wheth¬ 
er he resigned or was fired when 
he left office. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said in a state- 


KDKA TV/AP 


Lucia said he thinks many of 
the passengers had been asleep. 

“They were all together,” Lucia 
said. “They were helping each 
other to keep calm and cool and 
collected.” 

Many, if not most, did not speak 
English, he said. Rescue crews as¬ 
sembled them about 50 feet away 
from the crash, and medics began 
treating the wounded, getting the 
most seriously injured into am¬ 
bulances. Because the crash had 
shut down the turnpike, emergen¬ 
cy crews had to drive the wrong 
way down 5 miles of highway to 
reach the scene. 

It was some 13 hours after the 
crash before the eastbound lanes 
could be reopened. 

Feng and two other victims are 
from New York City: passengers 
Eileen Zelis Aria, 35, and 9-year- 
old Jaremy Vazquez, according to 
the Westmoreland County coro¬ 
ner’s office. 

Two UPS employees were 
killed, Daniel Kepner, 53, and 
Dennis Kehler, 48. 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Ex-national security adviser John 
Bolton says he would testify in 
a Senate impeachment trial if 
subpoenaed. 

ment after Bolton’s announce¬ 
ment that “momentum for 
uncovering the truth in a Senate 
trial continues.” 


Sources: 
No Senate 
run for 
Pompeo 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo has told Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell that he will not run for 
an open Senate seat from Kansas 
this fall, two people close to Mc¬ 
Connell said Monday. Pompeo’s 
decision complicates Republi¬ 
cans’ chances of holding what 
should be a guaranteed seat in 
the deep red state as they battle 
to retain their slim Senate major¬ 
ity in November’s elections. 

The news comes days after the 
U.S. used an airstrike authorized 
by President Donald Trump to 
kill Qassem Soleimani, Iran’s 
most powerful general and leader 
of that country’s elite Quds Force. 
Iran has vowed revenge on the 
U.S., spurring an international 
crisis that makes this an awkward 
time for Pompeo to leave his post 
and seek elective office. 

Pompeo, 56, indicated he will 
not run in a conversation with 
McConnell on Monday after¬ 
noon, the two people said. They 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
to describe a private talk. Oth¬ 
ers familiar with the matter said 
Pompeo met with McConnell, R- 
Ky., on Capitol Hill. 

A former congressman from 
Kansas, Pompeo has traveled 
repeatedly to the state in recent 
months, and many Washington 
Republicans had expressed a be¬ 
lief that he would be a candidate. 

If he ran, he was considered all 
but certain to prevail in the Aug. 
4 GOP primary and the Novem¬ 
ber general election. Candidates 
have until June 1 to file for the 
Kansas Senate race, leaving a 
theoretical door open for Pompeo 
to reconsider. 



This image from video shows the aftermath of a multivehicle fatal crash near Greensburg, Pa., along 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike early Sunday. Initial investigative reports say a bus passed a truck, then lost 
control, causing the chain-reaction crash. 
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Quakes rattle 
Puerto Rico 



Carlos Giusti/AP 


Debris from a collapsed wall of a building in Ponce, Puerto Rico, litters the ground after an earthquake 
that struck before dawn Tuesday. 


By Danica Coto 

Associated. Press 

PONCE, Puerto Rico — A 6.4- 
magnitude earthquake struck 
Puerto Rico before dawn on 
Tuesday, killing one man, injur¬ 
ing at least eight other people and 
collapsing buildings. 

The quake was followed by a 
series of strong aftershocks, part 
of a 10-day series of temblors 
spawned by the grinding of tec¬ 
tonic plates along three faults 
beneath southern Puerto Rico. 
Seismologists say it’s impossible 
to predict when the quakes will 
stop or whether they will get 
stronger. 

The 6.4-magnitude quake cut 
power to the island as power 
plants shut down to protect them¬ 
selves. Authorities said two plants 
suffered light damage and they 
expected power to be restored 
later Tuesday. Puerto Rico’s main 
airport was operating normally, 
using generator power. 

‘T’ve never been so scared in 
my life,” said Nelson Rivera, 70, a 
resident who fled his home in the 
city of Ponce, near the epicenter 
of the quake. “I didn’t think we 
would get out. I said: ‘We’ll be 
buried here.’ ” 

Teacher Rey Gonzalez told The 
Associated Press that his uncle 
was killed when a wall collapsed 
on him at the home they shared 


in Ponce. He said 73-year-old 
Nelson Martinez was disabled 
and that he and his father cared 
for him. 

Eight people were injured in 
Ponce, Mayor Mayita Melendez 
told WAPA television. Hundreds 
of people sat in the streets of the 
city, some cooking food on barbe¬ 
cue grills, afraid to return home 
for fear of structural damage and 
aftershocks. 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
said the quake hit at 4:24 a.m. 
just south of the island at a shal¬ 
low depth of six miles. It initially 
gave the magnitude as 6.6 but 
later adjusted it. At 7:18 a.m., a 
magnitude-6.0 aftershock hit 
the same area. People reported 
strong shaking and staff at a local 
radio station said live on air that 
they were leaving their building 

A tsunami alert was issued for 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands after the initial quake, but 
was later canceled. 

In the historic district of Ponce, 
authorities evacuated more than 
150 people from two buildings 
they said are in danger of collaps¬ 
ing. Among them were more than 
two dozen elderly patients from 
a nursing home who sat in their 
wheelchairs in silence as the 
earth continued to tremble. 

Amir Seneriz leaned against 
the cracked wall of his Freema¬ 
son Lodge in Ponce and wailed. 


The roof of the 1915 building 
was partially collapsed and dust 
and debris lay around him. 

Outside, he had already care¬ 
fully placed 10 large historic 
paintings. The earth continued 
trembling as he went back into 
the building to recover more 
artifacts. 

Helping him was artist Nelson 
Figueroa, 44, who said he slept in 
his street clothes. 

“It was chaos,” he said, adding 
that there was a traffic jam in his 
coastal neighborhood as terrified 
people fled. 

Albert Rodriguez, who is from 
the southwest town of Guanica, 
said the tsunami sirens went off 
before officials canceled the alert. 


He said there is widespread dam¬ 
age in his neighborhood. 

“The road is cracked in the 
middle and it lifted up,” he said. 

The mayor in the southwest 
town of Guayanilla, Nelson Tor¬ 
res, told NotiUno radio station 
that the church in the public plaza 
of his town collapsed. 

Puerto Rico’s governor, Wanda 
Vasquez, ordered government of¬ 
fices closed for the day and urged 
citizens to remain calm. 

A 5.8-magnitude quake that 
struck early Monday morning 
collapsed five homes in Guanica 
and heavily damaged dozens of 
others. It also caused small land¬ 
slides and power outages. The 
quake was followed by a string of 


smaller temblors. 

The shake collapsed a coastal 
rock formation that had formed 
a sort of rounded window, Punta 
Ventana, that was a popular tour¬ 
ist draw in Guayanilla. 

Residents in the south of the is¬ 
land have been terrified to go into 
their homes for fear that another 
quake will bring buildings down. 

The flurry of quakes in Puerto 
Rico’s southern region began the 
night of Dec. 28. Seismologists say 
that shallow quakes were occur¬ 
ring along three faults in Puerto 
Rico’s southwest region: Lajas 
Valley, Montalva Point and the 
Guayanilla Canyon, as the North 
American plate and the Carib¬ 
bean plate squeeze Puerto Rico. 


Pork: The other Impossible meat debuts at gadget show 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


A variety of Impossible Pork dishes from Impossible Foods, the 
California plant-based meat company, are displayed before the CES 
tech show Monday in Las Vegas. 


By Dee-Ann Durbin 

Associated Press 

After a big year for its plant- 
based burger, Impossible Foods 
has something new on its plate. 

The California-based company 
unveiled Impossible Pork and 
Impossible Sausage on Monday 
evening at the CES gadget show 
in Las Vegas. 

It’s Impossible Food’s first 
foray beyond fake beef. The Im¬ 
possible Burger, which went 
on sale in 2016, has been a key 
player in the growing category of 
vegan meats. Like the burger, Im¬ 
possible Food’s pork and sausage 
are made from soy but mimic the 
taste and texture of ground meat. 

Impossible Pork will be rolled 
out to restaurants first. The com¬ 
pany isn’t yet saying when it will 
come to grocery stores. Impos¬ 
sible Foods only recently began 
selling its burgers in grocery 
stores, although they’re available 
at more than 17,000 restaurants 
in the U.S., Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Macau. 

Burger King will give consum¬ 
ers their first taste of Impossible 
Sausage. Later this month, 139 
Burger King restaurants in five 
U.S. cities will offer the Impos¬ 
sible Croissan’wich, made with 


plant-based sausage coupled with 
the traditional egg and cheese. 
Burger King did a similar test 
of the Impossible Whopper last 
year before expanding sales 
nationwide. 

The pork products and the 
Impossible Burger are made in 
a similar way. Impossible Foods 
gets heme — the protein that 
gives meat its flavor and texture 
— from soy leghemoglobin, which 
is found in the roots of soy plants. 
To make heme in high volume, 
it inserts the DNA from soy into 
yeast and ferments it. That mix¬ 
ture is then combined with other 
ingredients, like coconut oil. 

The company tweaked the in¬ 
gredients to mimic pork’s springy 
texture and mild flavor. For the 
sausage it added spices. 

Impossible Pork has 220 
calories in a four-ounce serv¬ 
ing. That’s not much less than a 
serving of Smithfield 80% lean 
ground pork, which has 260 
calories. Smithfield’s animal-de¬ 
rived pork has more total fat, at 
20 grams, than Impossible Pork, 
which has 13 grams. But Impos¬ 
sible Pork has far more sodium, 
at 420 milligrams. Smithfield has 
70 milligrams. 

But health concerns are only 
part of the reason consumers are 


eating more plant-based meats. 
Animal welfare and environ¬ 
mental concerns are also a fac¬ 
tor. Nearly 1.5 billion pigs are 
killed for food each year, a num¬ 
ber that has tripled in the last 
50 years, according to the World 
Economic Forum. Raising those 
pigs depletes natural resources 
and increases greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

“Everything that we’re doing is 


trying to avert the biggest threat 
that the world is facing,” Impos¬ 
sible Foods CEO Pat Brown told 
The Associated Press. 

Brown said the company de¬ 
cided pork should be its next 
product because customers were 
frequently requesting it. Impossi¬ 
ble Foods started working on the 
new products about 18 months 
ago and accelerated development 
in the second half of 2019. 


Brown said ground pork is also 
critical to meeting the company’s 
international expansion goals. 
While Americans eat more beef 
and chicken, pork is the most 
widely consumed meat world¬ 
wide, according to the National 
Pork Board. Chinese consumers 
eat more than 88 pounds of pork 
per year, compared to 65 pounds 
for Americans. 

Impossible Foods is also wait¬ 
ing for approval from European 
regulators to sell its products 
there. 

In the U.S., 2019 was a break¬ 
out year for plant-based meat. 
U.S. sales jumped 10% last year to 
nearly $1 billion; traditional meat 
sales rose 2% to $95 billion in that 
same time, according to Nielsen. 

Impossible Foods rival Beyond 
Meat — which already sells plant- 
based sausage links — had a suc¬ 
cessful public stock offering in 
the spring. 

Brown said he welcomes new 
competitors in the space, includ¬ 
ing deep-pocketed rivals like 
Nestle and Tyson Foods. 

His only concern is that 
plant-based products taste good 
enough to convince meat eaters 
to switch. 

“A crappy product won’t win 
over meat lovers,” Brown said. 
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Mysterious drone sightings prompt probe 


Associated Press 

FORT MORGAN, Colo. — 
Groups of drones have been spot¬ 
ted buzzing over rural parts of 
northeastern Colorado and west¬ 
ern Nebraska for weeks, unnerv¬ 
ing residents. Now, U.S. officials 
are working with state and local 
authorities to determine who is 
behind the mysterious nighttime 
flights. 

Morgan County Sheriff David 
Martin hosted a closed-door 
meeting with law enforcement 
agencies and government offi¬ 
cials Monday to talk about the re¬ 
cent sightings. 


The drones reportedly have 
6-foot wingspans and fly in grid¬ 
like patterns hundreds of feet in 
the air in groups of six to 10. The 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
the Drug Enforcement Adminis¬ 
tration, the Air Force and the U.S. 
Army Forces Command have 
said they do not have information 
about the aircraft. 

“We take every drone-sighting 
report seriously,” the FAA said 
in a statement after Monday’s 
meeting. “Multiple FAA divisions 
are working closely with federal, 
state and local stakeholders to try 
to determine whether the report¬ 


ed sightings in Colorado and Ne¬ 
braska are drones and, if so, who 
is operating them and for what 
reason.” 

The FAA said it has contacted 
drone test site operators and 
drone companies but has not de¬ 
termined if they were behind the 
flights. The agency also has been 
in touch with several airports in 
the area, warning pilots to be cau¬ 
tious and asking them to report 
any sightings. 

Meanwhile, the Phillips County 
Sheriff’s Office in northeastern 
Colorado posted on Facebook that 
a task force has been organized 


and is asking the public to be on 
the lookout for a “command vehi¬ 
cle” that is operating the drones. 
The vehicle could be a closed box 
trailer with antennas or a large 
van that seems out of place, the 
post said. 

Sheriff’s officials say it appears 
that no laws are being broken. 
Drone pilots are not required to 
file flight plans unless they are in 
controlled airspace, such as near 
an airport. 

Phillips County Sheriff Thom¬ 
as Elliott told The Denver Post 
in December that the drones re¬ 
main about 200 to 300 feet in the 


air and fly steadily in square pat¬ 
terns of about 25 miles. 

“They’ve been doing a grid 
search, a grid pattern,” he said. 
“They fly one square and then 
they fly another square.” 

Authorities in several Colorado 
counties have been getting calls 
about the devices. 

In central Nebraska, officials in 
three counties were investigating 
multiple reports of drones flying 
overhead Sunday night. 

Martin, the sheriff in Morgan 
County, Colorado, did not respond 
to a request seeking comment 
about the meeting. 


Suit filed in capital 
against Boy Scouts 



Associated Press 

A team of lawyers filed a law¬ 
suit Monday in federal court in 
Washington, D.C., seeking to es¬ 
tablish the nation’s capital as a 
venue for men across the U.S. to 
sue the Boy Scouts of America for 
allegedly failing to protect them 
from long-ago sexual abuse at the 
hands of scoutmasters and other 
leaders. 

The eight plaintiffs in the po¬ 
tentially ground-breaking law¬ 
suit, identified as John Does 1 
through 8, live in states where 
statute of limitations laws would 
prevent them from suing the BSA 
based on claims of sex abuse that 
occurred decades ago. 

The plaintiffs’ lawyers contend 
that federal court in Washing¬ 
ton is an appropriate venue for 
such a lawsuit because the Boy 
Scouts were incorporated there 
in 1910 and obtained a congres¬ 
sional charter in 1916. Along with 
several states — including New 
York, New Jersey and California 
— the District of Columbia eased 
its statute of limitations in 2019 to 
accommodate claims like those in 
the new lawsuit. 

The Boy Scouts, in an email 
to The Associated Press, said 
it cannot comment on pending 


litigation. It reiterated its previ¬ 
ous apologies to “anyone who 
was harmed during their time in 
Scouting.” 

“We believe victims, we sup¬ 
port them, we pay for counseling 
by a provider of their choice and 
we encourage them to come for¬ 
ward,” the BSA said. 

The lawyers handling the new 
lawsuit, from the Washington 
firm of Zuckerman Spaeder, are 
affiliated with Abused in Scout¬ 
ing, a nationwide legal team that 
is signing up hundreds of clients 
across the U.S. who seek to file 
sex-abuse claims against the 
BSA. 

The lawsuit contends that the 
BSA has known since its early 
years that it attracted pedophiles 
into its ranks of adult leaders, 
yet avoided public acknowledge¬ 
ment of the dangers for decades 
even as it kept secret files of men 
known or suspected of commit¬ 
ting sex abuse. 

The lawsuit notes that the BSA 
submits an annual report to Con¬ 
gress summarizing its recent 
activities. 

“However, never once in 103 
years of reporting to Congress 
has BSA disclosed the fact that 
its programs were, and are, mag¬ 


nets to tens of thousands of pedo¬ 
philes,” the lawsuit says. “Instead, 
BSA’s Reports to the Nation have 
miscast the organization as a bas¬ 
tion of moral authority.” 

The lawsuit’s premise that the 
Washington, D.C. federal court 
has jurisdiction because of the 
BSA’s congressional charter has 
not been tested and will likely be 
challenged, but Aitan Goelman, 
one of the plaintiffs’ lawyers, says 
it’s worth a try. 


“We’re intentionally trying to 
make this a venue for a national 
case against the Boy Scouts,” he 
said. “We’re doing it conscious of 
the fact that it’s unusual and we 
explain why we believe it’s legally 
sound.” 

A key element, he said, is the 
inconsistency of statute of limita¬ 
tions laws in the states. 

“If you were raped in Califor¬ 
nia, as opposed to Texas, you have 
a potential avenue for some mea¬ 


sure of justice — but it shouldn’t 
depend on the vagaries of geog¬ 
raphy,” Goelman said. “The Boy 
Scouts are a national organiza¬ 
tion. It cannot be, just based on 
luck of the draw, that some of 
these men are completely shut out 
of the courts and some are not.” 

The lawsuit’s plaintiffs live in 
eight different states — Arkan¬ 
sas, Arizona, Florida, Hawaii, 
Kentucky, Utah, Virginia and 
West Virginia. 


Affidavit: Kidnap suspect pretended dead mom’s baby was hers 


Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — A woman accused of 
kidnapping a Texas mother who was later 
found dead hatched an elaborate scheme to 
present the victim’s baby girl as her own, 
according to court records. 

Last month, investigators found the in¬ 
fant, Margot Carey, along with the body of 
her mother, Heidi Broussard, at a home in 
the Houston area. They had been reported 
missing a week earlier in their hometown 
of Austin. 

An arrest affidavit unsealed Monday 
says Magen Fieramusca, 33, abducted 
Broussard on Dec. 12 and packed her into 
a black duffel. Broussard’s body was later 
found in the trunk of Fieramusca’s car, ac¬ 
cording to the affidavit. 


No one has been charged in Brous¬ 
sard’s killing. Police say they are still 
investigating. 

Fieramusca is being held in the Travis 
County Jail on kidnapping and tampering 
with evidence charges. She denied being 
in Austin at the time of Broussard’s disap¬ 
pearance, the affidavit states. 

One of her lawyers called the nine-page 
affidavit “cursory” and asked the public 
not to rush to judgement. Attorney Brian 
Erskine said in a statement that Fieramus¬ 
ca’s legal team hasn’t yet received all the 
information requested from prosecutors, 
but that they “are exploring all options at 
our disposal to vigorously represent” her. 

According to the affidavit, which was 
first reported by the Austin American- 
Statesman, Fieramusca and Broussard 


were friends and met about a decade ago 
at church camp. At one point, Fieramusca 
had a key to Broussard’s apartment and the 
women discussed being pregnant together, 
even considering that they might give birth 
on the same day, the court record states. 

Broussard’s fiance, Shane Carey, told 
police that both women were expecting in 
late 2019, according to the affidavit. Fiera¬ 
musca was “visibly pregnant” and would 
hold her hands under her belly to support 
the weight, he said. Fieramusca’s ex-boy¬ 
friend, Christopher Green, told police he 
believed she was carrying his child. 

Carey said Broussard told him on Dec. 
8 or 9 that Fieramusca had given birth to 
a baby girl, but he never saw any photos of 
the child, the affidavit states. 

The record does not make clear whether 


Fieramusca was ever pregnant, but in¬ 
vestigators found discrepancies in her ac¬ 
count of giving birth. In one conversation, 
she told a Texas Ranger that she went to 
the beach with a cousin on Dec. 12. But she 
later told the same officer that she gave 
birth on that day, although she was unable 
to provide specifics of her delivery, accord¬ 
ing to the affidavit. 

Green and Fieramusca continued to 
share a home even after they broke up. On 
Dec. 13, Fieramusca told Green that she 
had given birth without his knowledge and 
that the baby was in their home, the affida¬ 
vit states. 

An investigator later showed Green a 
missing persons flyer showing Broussard 
and her daughter. “That’s the baby at my 
house,” he allegedly responded. 
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Police respond after 
bird cries, 'Let me out!' 

P ■ LAKE WORTH BEACH 
rL — When someone in 
a Florida neighborhood heard 
chilling cries and the words “Let 
me out!” they dialed 911. 

Little did they know the cries 
were that of a 40-year-old parrot 
named Rambo. 

After the call, four Palm Beach 
County Sheriff’s deputies pulled 
up and questioned a man who ap¬ 
peared to be repairing a car in his 
driveway. The Palm Beach Post 
reported that when the deputies 
explained their concerns, the 
man smiled, then told deputies 
he’d introduce them to the per¬ 
petrator. When he returned with 
the parrot, the deputies burst out 
laughing. 

The man told officers that he 
taught Rambo to scream “Let 
me out!” when he was a kid and 
Rambo lived in a cage. 

New vets’ monument to 
replace damaged one 

||i| Q PHILADELPHIA 
IVI %<i — Eight months after 
a tornado destroyed a monument 
memorializing fallen soldiers of 
Neshoba County, site work start¬ 
ed Monday at Deweese Park for a 
new monument. 

The work in Philadelphia is 
happening eight months after a 
tornado destroyed a monument 
to the fallen soldiers of Neshoba 
County. 

Col. Ray Crocker, vice chair¬ 
man of the Fallen Soldiers 
Monument Committee, told the 
Meridian Star that the prep work 
in Deweese Park included remov¬ 
ing the old monument and tree 
stumps. 

Organizers are hoping to raise 
$100,000 for the new monument. 

Delta plane slides off 
taxiway at airport 

tAf| GREEN BAY —A Delta 
If I Air Lines plane slid off 
a taxiway amid icy conditions at 
an airport in Green Bay. 

Airport Director Marty Piette 
told the Green Bay Press-Gazette 
that he wasn’t sure if the icy con¬ 
ditions caused the plane to slide 
off the taxiway. 

The 107 passengers were bused 
back to the airport for rebooking 
on other flights and were given 
meal vouchers. 

Woman sues after 
falling off runaway camel 

||J| A DEDHAM — A 
lvl^% woman sued Trip- 
Advisor after a runaway camel 
tossed her to the ground during a 
tour in Morocco. 

Breanne Ayala, 24, is accusing 
Massachusetts-based TripAdvi- 
sor and its subsidiary Viator of 
negligence and breach of con¬ 
tract for failing to ensure the 
camel tour company was operat¬ 
ing safely, The Boston Globe re¬ 
ported, citing the lawsuit. 

Ayala, who is from New Jersey, 
and her family booked a sunset 
camel tour in Marrakech, Moroc¬ 
co, through Viator. Ayala claims 
she and her family did not receive 
a safety briefing before the tour 


Andree Kehn, (Lewiston, Maine) Sun Journae AP 


Butting heads 

Two of the goats at the Ten Apple Farm butted heads a few times in Gray, Maine, during the breaks on the Snowshoeing With Goats 
Experience on Saturday. 


THE CENSUS 
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The number of marathons a 65-year-old Georgia man plans to 
run in 2020. In fewer than two decades, Terry Patterson of Macon 
said he’s completed 83 marathons in all 50 states. In April, he 
qualified for the Boston Marathon. He’s signed up for 12 mara¬ 
thons this year and hopes to add his first race overseas in China. 
Patterson’s first marathon of the new year will be closer to home, at nearby Robins 
Air Force Base on Jan. 18. 


in January 2018. 

During the tour, the camel ran 
off from the caravan, causing 
Ayala to fall and break her arm. 
The handlers waited to call an 
ambulance until the tour com¬ 
pany owner arrived an hour later, 
according to the suit. 

Man held for alleged 
theft of big rig 

MANTECA — A Cali- 
fornia man was arrest¬ 
ed for allegedly stealing a big rig 
with a 53-foot trailer containing 
the belongings of military fami¬ 
lies, the California Highway Pa¬ 
trol reported. 

Michael Travis Forward was 
arrested after the stolen rig was 
found in the Central Valley city of 
Manteca and about 90% of the sto¬ 
len cargo was found in Forward’s 
home in nearby Livingston, the 
Stockton office of the CHP said in 
a Facebook post. 

However, 14 stolen guns are 
still missing, the CHP said. 

Man rescued after 
3 days in the cold 

my NEW SCOTLAND — 
I I A New York man was 
found alive after vanishing on 
New Years Eve at Thacher Park. 

Zachary Barrantes survived 
three days of temperatures in the 
20s, according to Albany County 
Sheriff Craig Apple. 

Apple said rescue teams had 


to retrieve him from beneath the 
state park’s escarpment, which 
required careful planning. 

It took several hours to lift Bar¬ 
rantes up the cliff face. 

Man arrested at airport 
after threatening text 

DENVER — A man 
\ J was arrested at Denver 
International Airport after a fel¬ 
low passenger on a flight prepar¬ 
ing to depart reported he sent a 
threatening text message, police 
said. 

Richard Porter, 48, was re¬ 
moved from the Frontier Airlines 
flight and arrested for investiga¬ 
tion of endangering public trans¬ 
portation, police said. 

Porter allowed officers to look 
at the text on his phone, but the 
wording was redacted from a po¬ 
lice report. 

According to the report, the 20- 
year-old passenger who alerted 
the flight crew about Porter said 
he had talked to her about the saf¬ 
est part of a plane in a crash and 
how to react in an emergency. 


Big rig driver charged 
after gas station crash 

M NORCROSS—Author- 
r\ ities charged the driver 
of a tractor-trailer that crashed 
into multiple vehicles and over¬ 
turned at a Georgia gas station. 

In a statement, Georgia State 
Patrol said Andrei Tremaine 
Meadows, 42, faced multiple 
charges, including driving too 
fast for conditions, following too 
close and having an unsecure 
load, The Atlanta Journal-Consti¬ 
tution reported. 

Ten vehicles were damaged in 
the crash. No life-threatening in¬ 
juries were reported. 

Graffiti tagger accused 
of 581 counts 

|k|%# RENO — Reno police 
Iri w arrested a 28-year-old 
graffiti tagger accused of causing 
more than $70,000 worth of prop¬ 
erty damage. 

Sabastian Dulongfaces 581 sep¬ 
arate graffiti counts for damaging 
public and private property. 


He was arrested on New Year’s 
Day following a lengthy investiga¬ 
tion by the department’s full-time 
detective dedicated to graffiti 
cases. 

Police said Nevada law now al¬ 
lows for separate graffiti incidents 
to be consolidated, which elevates 
the crime from a misdemeanor to 
a felony. 

Teacher admits to 
defecating in park 

im# ■ WHITEWATER — A 
Wf I retiring Wisconsin Eng¬ 
lish teacher cited for defecating 
in a public park for two years told 
authorities he was “being an idiot” 
and that he did it for convenience 
and to be disrespectful. 

Jeffrey S. Churchwell, who is re¬ 
tiring from Milton School District 
this month, will have to pay $365 
in fines plus $5,705 in restitution 
to the Public Works Department, 
which cleaned up after him. 

The Janesville Gazette re¬ 
ported it found out about the case 
through an open records request 
of sheriff’s office reports. The re¬ 
ports indicated Churchwell had 
been defecating outside of and 
on a building at Natureland Park, 
sometimes several times per day, 
since 2017. 

Authorities caught Churchwell 
on Oct. 8 when a deputy spotted 
Churchwell’s vehicle and stopped 
him as he drove into the park. 
From wire reports 
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Australian crews race 
to contain deadly blazes 


Associated Press 

BALMORAL, Australia — Bolstered by cooler 
weather and desperately needed rain, exhausted 
firefighters in Australia raced to shore up defens¬ 
es against deadly wildfires before the blazes flare 
again within days when scorching temperatures are 
expected to return. 

The first hints of the financial toll from the di¬ 
saster began to emerge on Tuesday. The Insurance 
Council of Australia said the estimated damage bill 
had doubled in two days, with insurance claims 
reaching $485 million. 

That estimate comes one day after Prime Minis¬ 
ter Scott Morrison said the government was com¬ 
mitting an extra $1.4 billion toward the recovery 
effort in addition to the tens of millions of dollars 
that have already been promised. Morrison’s fund¬ 
ing announcement came amid fierce criticism from 
many Australians who say he has been too slow to 
respond to the crisis. He has also faced backlash 
for downplaying the need for his government to ad¬ 
dress climate change, which experts say helps su¬ 
percharge the blazes. 

The fires, fueled by drought and the country’s 
hottest and driest year on record, have been raging 
since September, months earlier than is typical for 
Australia’s annual wildfire season. So far, the blazes 
have killed 25 people, destroyed 2,000 homes and 


scorched an area twice the size of the U.S. state of 
Maryland. Three people in New South Wales state 
who were reported missing earlier Tuesday were 
later found, police said. 

Across New South Wales, 130 fires were still 
burning on Tuesday, around 50 of which were un¬ 
controlled. The day’s cooler, rainier weather was 
providing thousands of weary firefighters a “psy¬ 
chological and emotional” reprieve as they scram¬ 
bled to strengthen containment lines around the 
blazes before temperatures rise again, said Shane 
Fitzsimmons, commissioner of the New South Wales 
Rural Fire Service. 

“It really is about shoring up protection to limit 
the damage potential and the outbreak of these fires 
over the coming days,” he told the Australian Broad¬ 
casting Corp. 

The rain was not heavy enough to extinguish the 
blazes. Victoria state Emergency Services Minis¬ 
ter Lisa Neville said on Monday at least 8 inches of 
rain would need to fall in a short time to snuff out 
the fires — around 20 times what has fallen across 
the region in the past day. And officials warned that 
Australia’s wildfire season — which generally lasts 
through March — was nowhere near its end. 

The rain was also complicating firefighters’ at¬ 
tempts to strategically backburn certain areas, and 
was making the ground slippery for fire trucks. 


4 children killed in latest 
al-Shabab attack in Kenya 


Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Four small 
children were shot dead while 
trying to take refuge from the lat¬ 
est al-Shabab extremist attack in 
Kenya early Tuesday, authorities 
said. 

A Kenyan national police state¬ 
ment said the attackers targeted 
a telecommunications mast in 
eastern Garissa county near the 
border with Somalia, where the 
al-Qaida-linked extremist group 
is based. 

Police officers on patrol killed 
two attackers in the early morn¬ 
ing assault near the village of 
Saretho, the statement said. It 
said a teacher was among the 
dead. 

But a government security re¬ 
port of the incident seen by The 
Associated Press said four stu¬ 
dents from the Saretho primary 
school were killed. 

“The young pupils had taken 
refuge at the nearby Saretho po¬ 
lice post when the attacks began 
and were guarded by the police 
when the militants fired at them, 
killing them instantly and wound¬ 
ing two of their school mates,” the 
report said. 

The report said some attackers 


escaped with injuries and were 
being pursued. 

Kenyan authorities said bomb¬ 
making materials were seized 
after the attack. 

Al-Shabab since December has 
increased attacks inside Kenya 
including Sunday’s attack on a 
military base that killed three 
U.S. military personnel and de¬ 
stroyed five U.S. aircraft. 

It was the first time al-Shabab 
had attacked U.S. troops inside 
Kenya. The U.S. on Monday said 
additional troops had arrived to 
increase security at the Manda 
Bay airfield in coastal Lamu 
county. 

The U.S. Africa Command also 
said it did not assess that the at¬ 
tack was linked to Iran, as Middle 
East tensions are soaring. Al- 
Shabab is linked to al-Qaida and 
has no known links to Iran or its 
proxies. 

Al-Shabab has vowed retribu¬ 
tion on Kenya for deploying its 
troops in 2011 to fight the ex¬ 
tremists in neighboring Somalia, 
where the group is based. Ga¬ 
rissa county borders Somalia and 
Lamu county is nearby. 

The extremists often target po¬ 
lice as well as civilian targets. 
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Trebek to Rep. Lewis: Let’s survive in 2020 


FACES 

‘Joker’ gets 11 
British Academy 
film nominations 

From wire services 

The film “Joker” has topped the nomina¬ 
tions for the British Academy film awards 
announced Tuesday. 

The movie about the origins of the comic 
book villain received 11 BAFTA nomina¬ 
tions including best film, best actor for 
Joaquin Phoenix and best director. 

Martin Scorsese’s gangster epic “The 
Irishman” and Quentin Tarantino’s “Once 
Upon a Time ... in Hollywood” were close 
behind with 10 nominations, including best 
picture, and Sam Mendes’ war film “1917” 
also earned a best picture nomination two 
days after winning that award at the Gold¬ 
en Globes. 

The Korean film “Parasite” also is on 
the best picture list. 

In addition to Phoenix, best actor con¬ 
tenders include Leonardo DiCaprio, Adam 
Driver, Taron Egerton and Jonathan 
Pryce. 

The best actress will be chosen from 
Scarlett Johansson, Saoirse Ronan, Charl- 
ize Theron, Renee Zellweger and Margot 
Robbie. 

The awards will be announced Feb. 2. 

‘Joker,’ ‘Parasite,’ ‘1917,’ 

‘Little Women’ land WGA noms 

Sam Mendes’ World War I tale “1917” 
followed up its big night at the Golden 
Globes with a nomination for best screen¬ 
play from the Writers Guild on Monday. 

Alongside “1917,” the writers guild 
nominated for best original screenplay 
the scripts to “Booksmart,” “Knives Out,” 
“Marriage Story” and “Parasite.” 

In the adapted screenplay category, the 
guild selected “A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” “The Irishman,” “Jojo 
Rabbit,” “Joker” and “Little Women.” 

A handful of contenders weren’t eligible 
because the Writers Guild only rewards 
films produced under a WGA contract. 
Quentin Tarantino’s “Once Upon a Time ... 
in Hollywood,” which won best screenplay 
Sunday at the Globes, was ineligible. 

Stacey Abrams book on voting 
rights to be published in June 

Stacey Abrams has a new book coming 
out next summer that will focus on her sig¬ 
nature cause, voting rights. 

Henry Holt and Company announced 
Tuesday that “Our Time is Now: Power, 
Purpose, and the Fight for a Fair Ameri¬ 
ca” is scheduled for June 2020. Based on 
research and her run for Georgia gover¬ 
nor in 2018, her book calls for reforms that 
make it easier for people to vote. Abrams, 
a Democrat, narrowly lost to Republican 
Brian Kemp last year in a campaign that 
raised questions about everything from 
the purging of voter rolls to the limited ac¬ 
cess to voting booths in black precincts. 

Other news 

■ The 77th Golden Globes on Sunday 
night was watched by 18.3 million viewers, 
a drop of nearly 2% from last year. While 
Nielsen data show the ceremony hosted by 
acerbic comic Ricky Gervais dipped for 
the third straight year, the audience is still 
among the biggest nonsports draws for 
network TV. 

■ Cameron Diaz and her musician hus¬ 
band, Benji Madden, on Jan. 3 announced 
the birth of a daughter they’ve named Rad- 
dix. Diaz wrote that while she and Madden 
“are overjoyed to share this news” they 
“also feel a strong instinct to protect our 
little one’s privacy.” The Instagram post 
had no image attached. 


By Lynn Elber 

Associated Press 

Alex Trebek has a message of support 
for Congressman John Lewis as both fight 
pancreatic cancer. 

“We’re starting a new year, and let’s see 
if we can’t both complete the year as pan¬ 
creatic cancer survivors,” Trebek said 
when asked what he would tell Lewis. He 
noted they’re the same age, 79. 

The Georgia Democrat and veteran 
civil rights leader announced his diagno¬ 
sis of advanced cancer in late December. 

Trebek made his illness public last 
March. The “Jeopardy!” host struck a 
resolute but realistic tone in discussing 
the disease, including the toll it took dur¬ 
ing last month’s taping of a prime-time 
special, “Jeopardy! The Greatest of All 
Time,” with top contestants Ken Jennings, 
Brad Rutter and James Holzhauer, The 
contest began airing Tuesday stateside. 

Trebek recalled mentioning to a series 
producer that he was “struggling a bit” 
on stage, but was assured that nobody 
noticed. 


“I said, ‘Well, I noticed,”’ said the typi¬ 
cally precise host, who has been part of 
“Jeopardy!” since 1984. 

Trebek has had good days and bad while 
undergoing treatment, but 
his on-camera perfor¬ 
mance doesn’t falter, said 
Jennings, who first com¬ 
peted 15 years ago. 

“The chemo is rough, 
but he can always just turn 
it on,” Jennings said. “The 
music came on, the lights 
came on, he would just 
stride out there and nail 
that show like nobody else. 
It was exciting to see him 
doing so well and taking 
that diagnosis so bravely. 
To me, he’s the last of that 
kind of old-school broad¬ 
casters, and it’s such a 
pleasure to watch.” 

Rutter, who first played on “Jeopardy!” 
nearly 20 years ago, said word of Trebek’s 
illness hit him “like a ton of bricks.” 

He occasionally watches tapings and 


marvels at the host’s perseverance. 

“Every time I go back, he’s better than 
he was last time. Even with cancer, he’s 
still held up to that standard, which is just 
absolutely amazing,” Rutter said. 

Such praise and attention can make 
Trebek uncomfortable. 

“I don’t want to get too mushy. I got 
mushy when [contestant Dhruv Gaur] 
wrote his final ‘Jeopardy!’ response, ‘We 
love you Alex!’ That caught me by sur¬ 
prise, brought me to the edge of tears,” 
he said of the moment that aired during 
November’s Tournament of Champions. 

“It’s humbling to realize there are so 
many people out there who care enough 
about you to want to pray for you every 
day, who want to send you their best wish¬ 
es,” he said. 

Trebek expressed confidence that it 
will thrive with someone new. 

“No matter who’s hosting it, ‘Jeopardy!’ 
will go on. It’s a quality program and it’s 
put together by very bright people. And 
when I move on, that doesn’t matter,” he 
said. “It’s the best kind of reality televi¬ 
sion, so it will endure.” 




Chalamet 
set to play 
Bob Dylan 
in biopic 


By Jon Bream 
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 


If Elton John can do it, why not Bob Dylan? 

The Minnesota bard will be executive 
producer of his own biopic, starring Timo- 
thee Chalamet, according to the Hollywood 
Reporter. 

James Mangold (“Ford v Ferrari”) will di¬ 
rect, and Jeff Rosen, Dylan’s manager, will be 
one of the producers. 

Fox Searchlight has reportedly acquired 
the rights to use Dylan’s music. 

The screenplay was penned by Jay Cocks, 
the former Time and Newsweek film critic 
who wrote the screenplay for “Gangs of New 
York.” The script is based on Elijah Wald’s 
2015 book, “Dylan Goes Electric.” 

Mangold directed the 2005 Johnny Cash bi¬ 
opic “Walk the Line.” Reese Witherspoon won 
the Oscar for best actress for her work in that 
picture. 

Two recent music biopics, Queen’s 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” and Elton’s 
“Rocketman,” have been big win¬ 
ners at the box office and awards 
ceremonies, with Rami Malek 
capturing the best actor Oscar 
for the former and Taron Egerton 
the best actor Golden Globe for the 
latter. 

There is no projected title or re¬ 
ease date for the Dylan movie. 


Timothee Chalamet 

Los Angeles Times/TNS 











Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Wednesday, January 8,2020 


Stars and Stripes 


namsmum 


Page 15 





8 f . 

1 ( Come on, let me roll it 

| a while. Keepin it to 
| l yourself ain’t fair. / 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Expert 

4 Irene of “Fame” 

8 Roman censor 

12 Rule, for short 

13 Grade sch. 

14 Saintly ring 

15 Corn serving 

16 Mentor, of a sort 
18 Fold 

20 Snooze 

21 Cribs 

24 Nepal’s neighbor 
28 Resort in 
Lombardy 

32— the Great (kid- 
lit detective) 

33 Blackbird 

34 Prophets 

36 Cote cry 

37 Soother 

39 Barkeep’s cry 
41 Brownstone 
feature 

43 Source 

44 Melancholy 
46 “Hogwash!” 

50 Supreme Court 
workers 

55 “— Town” 

56 Crunchy 
cookie 

57 Ovid’s 53 

58 Poetic tribute 

59 Gush 


60 Cash advance 

61 Family 

DOWN 

1 Get ready, briefly 

2 Authentic 

3 Shrek, for one 

4 Boston team 

5 “The Greatest” 

6 Game official 

7 “So be it” 

8 “Minute Waltz” 
composer 

9 Motorist’s org. 

10 Pampering, 
for short 

11 La-la lead-in 
17 Mouse chaser 
19 Lincoln nickname 

22 Yuletide tune 

23 Daub 


25 Rum cake 

26 List-ending abbr. 

27 Blue shade 
28“CSI” settings 

29 Body sci. 

30 Narc’s measure 

31 Roughly 

35 Visits briefly 
38 Kremlin setting 
40 Dol. fractions 
42 Crony 
45 Farmer’s place 

47 Boxer’s punch 

48 German car 
name 

49 Wee songbird 
50— Angeles 

51 Dadaist Jean 

52 Pint-sized 

53 Carnival city 

54 Sportage maker 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


HFNY HOSNW QWOEXOKKA 
GGTNB YSB HOA SFWGXQF 
BGJN DOYEOQN JOSNWVOK, 
JVQFS SFOS DN 

QOXTN-JGBNB? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF ROAD WORKERS 
COVER A SURFACE WITH ASPHALT EVERY FOUR 
WEEKS, DO THEY MAKE MONTHLY PAVEMENTS? 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals W 
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By Stephen Hadley 

Special to The Washington Post 

T he U.S. drone strike that killed the 
Iranian Quds Force commander, 
Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, was 
a bold move with potentially far- 
reaching consequences. It unquestionably 
heightens the risk of war; it could also open 
the door to diplomacy. 

But the Trump administration’s imme¬ 
diate challenge is to contain the action’s 
impact on Iraq. 

Soleimani’s killing by U.S. forces outside 
the Baghdad airport Friday was a night¬ 
marish development for Iraq, which fears 
becoming the central battleground in the 
increasingly military confrontation be¬ 
tween Iran and the United States. Iraq has 
struggled to balance its American patron 
and its Iranian neighbor while preserv¬ 
ing its sovereignty. Iranian-backed mili¬ 
tia units — Popular Mobilization Forces, 
or PMFs — played an important role in 
defeating Islamic State in Iraq. But since 
then the Iraqi government has struggled, 
largely unsuccessfully, to bring the units 
under its control. 

Violent demonstrations in Iraq over the 
past several months presented an unex¬ 
pected opportunity. While protesters chal¬ 
lenged the corruption, sectarianism and 
ineffectiveness of the Iraqi government, 
they also railed against Iranian influence. 
That could have strengthened the Iraqi 
government’s hand in dealing with the 
PMFs. Unfortunately, Soleimani’s death 
has diverted attention instead to the pres¬ 
ence of U.S. forces. 

The Iraqi parliament on Sunday passed 
a nonbinding resolution asking the Iraqi 
government to expel foreign troops from 
the country, targeting the approximately 
5,000 U.S. forces in Iraq. But that does 
not necessarily end the matter. Whether 
the caretaker government of Prime Min¬ 
ister Adel Abdul-Mahdi has the power or 
desire to eject U.S. and coalition forces is 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

I f a real-life “Beetle Bailey” — the 
Mort Walker comic strip soldier 
who’s a perpetual grumbler and ques¬ 
tioner of authority in the U.S. military 
— were to mutter a cynical assessment of 
what’s happened in the days since the kill¬ 
ing of Iranian Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
he might be tempted to call it “Operation 
Backfire.” 

The big shots, led by President Donald 
Trump and Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo, have been talking tough about the 
resolute move they’ve made; meanwhile, 
the troops are hunkered down waiting for 
the rockets to land — and watching much 
of what they’ve been fighting for slip away 
into the swamp of abandoned military mis¬ 
sions. Force protection is the new order of 
the day following the killing of Soleimani, 
rather than training partners or fighting 
terrorist enemies. The military is devoting 
so many surveillance drones to watching 
for threats to U.S. personnel that it doesn’t 
have many left for other missions, such as 
pursuing still-dangerous Islamic State. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper said 
Monday the Pentagon was “repositioning” 
troops, but he said the U.S. hadn’t made 
any decision to leave Iraq, rebutting a re¬ 
port earlier that had cited a draft letter that 
U.S. forces in Iraq would “prepare for on¬ 
ward movement.” At Beetle’s base at Camp 
Swampy, folks are scratching their heads. 

Officials fear that the Iranians, through 
proxies, may launch multiple reprisal at¬ 
tacks across the region, on a half-dozen or 


uncertain. 

What is clear is that one of the PMFs, 
Kataeb Hezbollah, has been behind the 
escalating violence over the past several 
months as part of a campaign (assuredly 
with Iranian approval) to force out U.S. 
troops. The campaign culminated in the 
Dec. 31 attack on the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad. (The head of Kataeb Hezbollah, 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, was killed with 
Soleimani.) 

By expelling U.S. forces, the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment would be falling into Kataeb 
Hezbollah’s trap: rewarding the militia’s 
violent campaign, strengthening the Ira¬ 
nian-backed PMFs, weakening the Iraqi 
government and state sovereignty, and 
jeopardizing the fight against ISIS. Forc¬ 
ing out U.S. troops would not sit well with 
the Kurdish and Sunni populations in Iraq, 
nor with the Sunni Arab states, such as 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, whose support Iraq needs to balance 
Iran. 

The United States can help. Too often 
it has viewed Iraq exclusively through 
the prism of U.S. policy toward Iran. The 
Trump administration should publicly state 
that it is committed to the sovereignty of 
Iraq, that the mission of U.S. and coalition 
troops is to train Iraqi security forces and 
help them protect the Iraqi people against 
a resurgent ISIS, and that the United States 
will coordinate with the Iraqi government 
on matters involving U.S. troops. 

While doing what’s necessary to protect 
U.S. military and civilian personnel in the 
region, the United States should pursue its 
fight with Iran outside of Iraqi territory. 
The administration should treat any fresh 
attacks by Iran or its militias on U.S. forces 
in Iraq as an opportunity to shift the focus 
back on Iran as the true threat to Iraqi 
sovereignty. 

Beyond focusing immediately on shoring 
up U.S.-Iraqi relations, the Trump admin¬ 
istration, of course, must contend with the 
possibility of the conflict with Iran escalat¬ 


more U.S. military targets. The thousands 
of troops who are being sent into the region 
are mostly to help protect (and perhaps 
evacuate) the ones already there. 

Pompeo on Sunday dismissed possible 
Iranian reprisals as “a little noise here in 
the interim.” Trump said: “If it happens, it 
happens.” How would that sound to Beetle? 
Not so good, I suspect. 

The stand-down message was sent Sun¬ 
day by Operation Inherent Resolve, the 
Pentagon task force that’s overseeing oper¬ 
ations against the remnants of ISIS in Iraq. 
The statement notes that because of re¬ 
cent rocket attacks by the Iranian-backed 
militia Kataeb Hezbollah that killed Iraqi 
troops and a U.S. civilian, “we are now 
fully committed to protecting the Iraqi 
bases that host Coalition troops. This has 
limited our capacity to conduct training 
with partners and to support their opera¬ 
tions against [ISIS] and we have therefore 
paused these activities, subject to continu¬ 
ous review.” 

The same problem exists for U.S. sol¬ 
diers training the Lebanese Armed Forces. 
They’re targets for retaliation by Iranian 
proxies now. Should they “pause,” too? 

America’s relationship with Iraq also 
looks like another casualty. Prime Minister 
Adel Abdul-Mahdi had been trying to get a 
little distance from his Iranian neighbors 
and work more closely with Washington, 
up until a week ago. But on Sunday, after 
the Soleimani attack, he backed a law call¬ 
ing for “canceling” the alliance with the 
U.S. military and to “end the presence of 
any foreign forces in Iraqi territory” — i.e., 
U.S. forces. The legislation wasn’t bind¬ 


ing. One can only hope that President Don¬ 
ald Trump succeeds in deterring Iran from 
its threatened retaliation for Soleimani’s 
death. But the threat of greater violence is 
likely to continue unless interrupted by a 
resumption of diplomacy. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin can 
be expected to mount a diplomatic initia¬ 
tive similar to the one he undertook in 2013 
to remove chemical weapons from Syria. 
President Barack Obama welcomed that 
development, and Trump is likely to be 
similarly enthusiastic. Putin may conclude 
that it is time to bail out his erstwhile Irani¬ 
an ally from a potential military confronta¬ 
tion with the United States that Iran simply 
could not win and that could threaten Rus¬ 
sian interests in the Middle East. 

The European countries that backed the 
nuclear deal between the U.S. and Iran may 
rekindle their interest in promoting peace 
between the two countries. And America’s 
regional Arab allies have been privately 
pushing for a negotiation that would in¬ 
clude them and address Iran’s nuclear, bal¬ 
listic missile and regional activities. 

Tehran should embrace a diplomatic 
solution when it surfaces. The country 
faces increasing economic hardship that 
risks reigniting the massive public dem¬ 
onstrations that the regime was able to put 
down last fall only by a brutal use of force. 
Iran’s leaders have shown that they can be 
pragmatic when the regime is threatened. 
Continued conflict with the United States 
would almost certainly mean harsher and 
more-destabilizing economic sanctions. 

Trump, like Obama before him, has tried 
mightily to withdraw U.S. troops from the 
Middle East. Both failed. The U.S. remains 
engaged there because it continues to have 
vital interests in the region. The killing of 
Soleimani may result in even deeper U.S. 
involvement, but it doesn’t have to if the 
parties choose diplomacy. 

Stephen Hadley served as national security 
adviser during the George W. Bush administration. 


ing, so there was a little wiggle room, but 
Trump further humiliated Abdul-Mahdi 
on Sunday by threatening him with “sanc¬ 
tions like they’ve never seen before ever.” 

This unraveling of U.S. military opera¬ 
tions and partnerships didn’t have to hap¬ 
pen, says Beetle, down in his foxhole. He’s 
read on the Internet that Abdul-Mahdi 
told parliament that on the day Soleimani 
was killed at Baghdad airport, the gen¬ 
eral planned to visit the prime minister 
to deliver a response to a Saudi deescala¬ 
tion proposal. Wait a minute, says Beetle. 
Was that the “imminent” threat Pompeo 
was talking about? A meeting with a prime 
minister? Maybe the real intelligence is so 
sensitive and highly classified that it can’t 
be shared with the grunts, but Beetle has 
heard that before. 

The last thing that bothers Beetle, as he’s 
waiting for the shooting to start, is how the 
Iraqis he’s been mentoring seem genuinely 
angry with the United States. He’s read that 
the Shiite leadership in Najaf, Iraq, led by 
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, was encour¬ 
aging protesters who burned the Iranian 
Consulate in Nqjaf just two months ago. 

But now he reads that Mohammed 
Redha Sistani, the ayatollah’s son and clos¬ 
est adviser, escorted Soleimani’s body to 
the airport in Najaf for its flight to Tehran. 
Ammar al-Hakim, a member of a promi¬ 
nent Shiite clerical family that supported 
the United States before and after the 2003 
invasion of Iraq, also joined the funeral 
procession. That sure sounds like a plan 
that backfired. 

But what does Beetle know? He’s just a 
soldier. The big shots know best. 


Trump administration rolls out ‘Operation Backfire’ 
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College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Jan. 5 and previ¬ 
ous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota (46) 16-1-2 995 1 

2. Cornell (2) 11-1-1 936 2 

3. Minnesota State (2) 18-3-1 902 3 

4. Boston College 12-4-0 838 5 

5. Denver 13-4-3 792 7 

6. Penn State 15-6-0 695 8 

7. Clarkson 13-4-2 686 4 

8. Ohio state 13-5-2 676 6 

9. Minnesota Duluth 11-6-1 580 10 

10. Massachusetts 13-6-1 504 9 

11. Northeastern 12-5-2 488 12 

12. Providence 11-5-5 479 14 

13. UMass Lowell 11-4-4 468 13 

14. Notre Dame 10-7-3 356 15 

15. Arizona State 11-8-3 210 17 

16. Bowling Green 12-9-1 179 11 

17. Michigan Tech 13-9-1 172 NR 

18. Harvard 7-5-2 130 16 

19. Northern Michigan 11-7-2 127 NR 

20. Michigan State 10-9-1 107 18 

Others receiving votes: Quinnipiac 93, 

Army 31, Sacred Heart 26, Western Mich¬ 
igan 25, Maine 3, Bemidji State 1, Boston 
University 1. 

Monday’s score 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Deals 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Jan. 10 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 21 — Baseball Writers’ Associa¬ 
tion of America Hall of Fame voting re¬ 
sults announced. 

Feb. 3-21 — Salary arbitration hear¬ 
ings, Phoenix. 

Feb. 4-6 — Owners meetings, Orlando, 
Florida. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 16 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 21 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 26 — Opening day, active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 26 players. 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 5, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Gonzaga (54) 16-1 1607 1 

2. Duke (9) 13-1 1545 2 

3. Kansas (2) 11-2 1513 3 

4. Baylor 11-1 1386 6 

5. Auburn 13-0 1317 8 

6. Butler 14-1 1181 11 

7. San Diego St. 15-0 1130 13 

8. Michigan St. 12-3 1129 14 

9. Oregon 12-3 1075 4 

10. Florida St. 13-2 966 18 

11. Ohio St. 11-3 924 5 

12. Maryland 12-2 863 15 

13. Louisville 11-3 844 7 

14. Kentucky 10-3 811 17 

15. Dayton 13-2 614 20 

16. Villanova 10-3 604 10 

17. West Virginia 11-2 599 16 

18. Virginia 11-2 556 19 

19. Michigan 10-4 502 12 

20. Penn St. 12-2 456 21 

21. Memphis 12-2 455 9 

22. Texas Tech 10-3 287 22 

23. Wichita St. 13-1 252 24 

24. Arizona 11-3 184 25 

25. Colorado 12-3 81 - 

Others receiving votes: Iowa 63, Seton 

Hall 48, Arkansas 38, Marquette 25, Xavi¬ 
er 18, Wisconsin 17, Houston 8, Creigh¬ 
ton 6, Washington 6, VCU 5, Saint Mary’s 
(Cal) 3, Liberty 2, N. Iowa 2, BYU 1, Purdue 
1, Stephen F. Austin 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 72, John Jay 66 

Colgate 70, Army 65 

Old Westbury 83, Sarah Lawrence 71 

York (NY) 74, Staten Island 59 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 66, Jackson St. 57 
Bethune-Cookman 102, Howard 73 
Coastal Carolina 93, Louisiana-Mon- 
roe 64 

Grambling St. 68, Alabama St. 63 


Bowl schedule 

Friday, Dec. 20 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Buffalo 31, Charlotte 9 

Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Kent State 51, Utah State 41 

Saturday, Dec. 21 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 64, Alcorn State 44 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

San Diego State 48, Central Michigan 11 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Liberty 23, Georgia Southern 16 

Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

FAU 52, SMU 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Arkansas State 34, FIU 26 
New Orleans Bowl 
Appalachian State 31, UAB 17 
Las Vegas Bowl 
Washington 38, Boise State 7 
Monday, Dec. 23 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 

UCF 48, Marshall 25 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 
Hawaii 38, BYU 34 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Louisiana Tech 14, Miami 0 
Quick Lane Bowl 

Pittsburgh 34, Eastern Michigan 30 

Friday, Dec. 27 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

North Carolina 55, Temple 13 

Pinstripe Bowl 
New York 

Michigan State 27, Wake Forest 21 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas A&M 24, Oklahoma State 21 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Iowa 49, Southern Cal 24 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

Air Force 31, Washington State 21 

Saturday, Dec. 28 
Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame 33, Iowa State 9 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Penn State 53, Memphis 39 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

CFP Semifinal: LSU 63, Oklahoma 28 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

CFP Semifinal: Clemson 29, Ohio State 23 

Monday, Dec. 30 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Western Kentucky 23, Western Michi- 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Louisville 38, Mississippi State 28 


Louisiana-Lafayette 81, Appalachian 
St. 73 

Morgan St. 77, SC State 63 
NC A&T 97, Florida A&M 90, OT 
Norfolk St. 82, CoppinSt. 59 

SOUTHWEST 

Alcorn St. 95, Texas Southern 80 
Arkansas St. 90, Georgia St. 87 
Prairie View 64, Southern U. 54 
South Alabama 66, Texas-Arlington 54 
Troy 71, Texas St. 63 
UALR 79, Georgia Southern 73 
West Virginia 55, Oklahoma St. 41 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 2 Duke at Georgia Tech 
No. 3 Kansas at Iowa State 
No. 5 Auburn vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 7 San Diego State at Wyoming 
No. 10 Florida State at Wake Forest 
Thursday's games 
No. 1 Gonzaga at San Diego 
No. 8 Michigan State vs. Minnesota 
No. 9 Oregon vs. No. 24 Arizona 
No. 19 Michigan vs. Purdue 
No. 21 Memphis at No. 23 Wichita State 
No. 23 Wichita State vs. Memphis 
Friday’s games 
No. 6 Butler at Providence 
No. 12 Maryland at Iowa, 

Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Gonzaga at Loyola Marymount 
No. 2 Duke vs. Wake Forest 
No. 3 Kansas vs. No. 4 Baylor 
No. 5 Auburn vs. Georgia 
No. 7 San Diego State vs. Boise State 
No. 9 Oregon vs. Arizona State 
No. 11 Ohio State at Indiana 
No. 13 Louisville at Notre Dame 
No. 14 Kentucky vs. Alabama 
No. 15 Dayton vs. UMass 
No. 16 Villanova vs. Georgetown at 
Wells Fargo Center 

No. 17 West Virginia vs. No. 22 Texas 
Tech 

No. 18 Virginia vs. Syracuse 
No. 20 Penn State vs. Wisconsin 
Sunday’s games 
No. 8 Michigan State at Purdue 
No. 19 Michigan at Minnesota 
No. 21 Memphis at South Florida 
No. 23 Wichita State vs. UConn at the 
XL Center, Hartford, Conn. 


Redbox Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 
California 35, Illinois 20 
Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Florida 36, Virginia 28 

Tuesday, Dec. 31 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Kentucky 37, Virginia Tech 30 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Arizona State 20, Florida State 14 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Navy 20, Kansas State 17 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Wyoming 38, Georgia State 17 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 
Texas 38, Utah 10 

Wednesday, Jan. 1 
Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Alabama 35, Michigan 16 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Minnesota 31, Auburn 24 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Oregon 28, Wisconsin 27 
Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 
Georgia 26, Baylor 14 

Thursday, Jan. 2 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
Cincinnati 38, Boston College 6 
Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Tennessee 23_, Indiana 22 


Ohio 30, Nevada 21 

Saturday, Jan. 4 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Tulane 30, Southern Miss 13 
Monday, Jan. 6 
Lendingtree Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Louisiana-Lafayette 27, Miami (Ohio) 17 

Monday, Jan. 13 
College Football Championship 
New Orleans 

Clemson (14-0) vs. LSU (14-0) 

Saturday, Jan. 18 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 25 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 

Sunday, Jan. 26 
Hula Bowl 
At Honolulu 
East vs. West 

NCAA FCS playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 11 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (15-0) vs. James 
Madison (14-1) 


AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 5, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (19) 12-0 721 1 

2. Oregon (7) 12-1 708 2 

3. Oregon St. (3) 14-0 682 3 

4. South Carolina (1) 14-1 669 4 

5. Stanford 13-1 626 5 

6. Baylor 11-1 614 6 

7. Louisville 14-1 574 7 

8. UCLA 14-0 531 10 

9. NC State 14-0 529 9 

10. Texas A&M 13-1 468 11 

11. Florida St. 14-1 465 8 

12. Indiana 12-2 389 14 

13. Mississippi St. 14-2 371 15 

14. Kentucky 12-2 367 13 

15. DePaul 13-2 316 16 

16. Gonzaga 14-1 303 17 

17. Maryland 10-3 278 12 

18. Arizona 13-1 243 18 

19. West Virginia 11-1 239 19 

20. Missouri St. 12-2 155 21 

21. Arkansas 13-2 150 20 

22. South Dakota 15-2 92 - 

23. Tennessee 11-3 89 22 

24. Michigan 11-3 71 - 

25. Princeton 12-1 19 - 

Others receiving votes: Northwestern 

18, Rutgers 14, Iowa 10, Syracuse 9, TCU 
9, Miami 6, Florida Gulf Coast 5, Arizona 
St. 3, Minnesota 2, Texas 2, Nebraska 2, 
Kansas 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 69, John Jay 62 
Maryland 72, Ohio St. 62 
St. Peter’s 87, Siena 83 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. 73, Grambling St. 59 
Bethune-Cookman 75, Howard 59 
Campbell 70, Longwood 55 
Florida Gulf Coast 64, Liberty 57 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 4 

Houston 22, Buffalo 19, OT 
Tennessee 20, New England 13 

Sunday, Jan. 5 

Minnesota 26, New Orleans 20, OT 
Seattle 17, Philadelphia 9 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 11 

Minnesota at San Francisco 
Tennessee at Baltimore 

Sunday, Jan. 12 
Houston at Kansas City 
Seattle at Green Bay 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 19 

AFC: Tennessee-Baltimore winner vs. 
Houston-Kansas City winner 

NFC: Minnesota-San Francisco winner 
vs. Seattle-Green Bay winner 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 26 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 2 
At Miami Gardens, Fla. 

NFC champion vs. AFC champion 


Fight schedule 

Jan. 10 

At Ocean Resort Casino, Atlantic City, 
N.J., Shohjahon Ergashev vs. Keith Hunt¬ 
er, 10, super lightweights; Jaron Ennis vs. 
Bakhtiyar Eyubov, 10, welterweights. 

Jan. 11 

At Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Atlantic 
City, N.J., Jesse Hart vs Joe Smith Jr., 10, 
light heavyweights. 

At Alamodome, San Antonio, Jaime 
Munguia vs. Gary O’Sullivan, 12, middle- 
weights; Hector Tanajara vs. Juan Carlos 
Burgos, 10, lightweights; Travell Mazion 
vs. Fernando Castaneda, 10, junior mid- 
dleweights. 

Jan. 17 

At WinnaVegas Casino Resort in 
Sloan, Iowa, Vladimir Shishkin vs. Ulises 
Sierra, 10, super middleweights; Shohja¬ 
hon Ergashev vs. Adrian Estrella, 10, su¬ 
per lightweights. 

Jan. 18 

At Liacouras Center, Philadelphia, 
Julian Williams vs. Jeison Rosario, 12, 
for Williams’ IBF/IBO/WBA Super World 
super welterweight titles; Chris Colbert 
vs. Jezreel Corales, 12, for vacant WBA 
interim junior lightweight title; Thomas 
LaManna vs. Jorge Cota, 10, super wel¬ 
terweights; Ricky Lopez vs. Jose Luis 
Gallegos, 10, super featherweights. 

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino,, 
Verona, N.Y., Eleider Alvarez vs. Michael 
Seals, 10, light heavyweights. 

Jan. 25 

At Barclays Center, New York, Danny 
Garcia vs. Ivan Redkach, 12, welter¬ 
weights; Jarrett Hurd vs. Francisco San¬ 
tana, 10, super welterweights; Stephen 
Fulton vs. Arnold Khegai, 12, super ban¬ 
tamweights. 


Gardner-Webb 71, Winthrop 59 
Hampton 71, Presbyterian 42 
High Point 68, Radford 58 
Jackson St. 67, Alabama A&M 53 
Lipscomb 65, Stetson 59 
Morgan St. 77, SC State 47 
NC A&T 71, Florida A&M 44 
Norfolk St. 85, Coppin St. 48 
North Alabama 76, Jacksonville 65 
North Florida 64, Kennesaw St. 55 
UNC Asheville 68, SC-Upstate 48 
W. Carolina 70, Southern Wesleyan 37 
MIDWEST 

Indiana 83, Illinois 42 
Texas 81, Iowa St. 75 

SOUTHWEST 

Southern U. 68, Prairie View 48 
Texas A&M 79, Mississippi 35 
Texas Southern 105, Alcorn St. 70 

FAR WEST 

UC Irvine 93, Westcliff 41 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s game 


sday’s games 

No. 1 UConn vs. No. 6 Baylor at the XL 
Center, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 4 South Carolina vs. No. 21 Arkansas 
No. 7 Louisville at Miami 
No. 9 N.C. State at North Carolina 
No. 10 Texas A&M vs. LSU 
No. 11 Florida State vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 12 Indiana vs. Purdue 
No. 13 Mississippi State at Missouri 
No. 14 Kentucky at Alabama 
No. 16 Gonzaga vs. Saint Mary’s 
No. 17 Maryland at Iowa 
No. 23 Tennessee at Mississippi 
No. 24 Michigan at Ohio State 
Friday’s games 
No. 2 Oregon at Arizona State 
No. 3 Oregon State at No. 18 Arizona 
No. 5 Stanford vs. California 
No. 8 UCLA at Utah 
No. 15 DePaul vs. Seton Hall 
No. 20 Missouri State vs. Drake 
Saturday’s games 

No. 1 UConn vs. Houston at the XL 
Center, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 16 Gonzaga vs. Pacific 
No. 22 South Dakota vs. Omaha 
No. 25 Princeton at Pennsylvania 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Selected the 
contract of OF Luis Robert from Char¬ 
lotte (I L). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Michael Fulmer on a one-year 
contract. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Acquired 
RHP Kyle Keller from Miami for C Jose 
Estrada. Designated RHP Jake Jewell for 
assignment. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Announced 
Chris Giles has resigned as chief operat¬ 
ing officer. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with OF Shogo Akiyama on a three-year 
contract. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Named 
Bobby Meacham assistant coach and 
Greg Brodzinski bullpen catcher/catch¬ 
ing coach. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Named Bran¬ 
don Allen hitting coach of Memphis 
(PCL); Tyger Pederson hitting coach 
of Springfield (TL); Rick Harig pitching 
coach and Brian Burgamy hitting coacn 
of Palm Beach (FSL); Adrian Martin 
pitching coach and Cody Gabella hitting 
coach of Peoria (MWL); Dean Kiekhefer 
pitching coach and Jason Broussard hit¬ 
ting coach of State College (NYP); Renee 
Cortez pitching coach and Daniel Nico- 
laisen hitting coach of Johnson City (Ap¬ 
palachian); Joe Hawkins manager and 
Tyler Wolfe and Bernard Gilkey hitting 
coaches of the GCL Cardinals; BJ Roper- 
Hubbert hitting coach of the DSL Blue; 
Estuar Ruiz manager and Ismael Castro 
and Luis Cruz hitting coaches of the 
DSL Blue; Chris Swauger minor league 
field coordinator; Russ Steinhorn minor 
league hitting coordinator; Jason Isring- 
hausen minor league roving pitching 
instructor; Cale Johnson minor league 
pitching analyst; Barry Weinberg special 
adviser to player development; Braden 
Looper and Orlando Palmeiro Cardinals 
core coaches; Keith Joint player develop¬ 
ment medical coordinator; Aaron Rhodes 
player development strength and condi¬ 
tioning coordinator; Matt Leonard player 
development rehab coordinator; DC Mc- 
Shea player development performance 
specialist; and Victor Kuri player devel¬ 
opment rehab coordinator assistant. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Agreed 
to terms with RHPs Matt Carasiti, Rico 
Garcia, Trey McNutt, Carlos Navas, An¬ 
drew Triggs, Raffi Vizcaino, Sam Wolff, 
LHP Sam Moll, Cs Tyler Heineman, Chad 
Tromp, INFs Cristhian Adames, Zach 
Green, Drew Robinson, OFs Joey Rickard 
and Jamie Westbrook on minor league 
contracts. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed F Paul 
Watson to a 10-day contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed TE Nate 
Becker, LB Tyrel Dodson, WR Nick Eas¬ 
ley, CB Cam Lewis, WR Ray-Ray McCloud, 
LB Del’Shawn Phillips, OT Victor Salako, 
RB Christian Wade, QB Davis Webb and 
DE Jonathan Woodard to reserve/future 
contracts. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed TE Darion 
Clark to a reserve/future contract. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Signed LS Dan 
Godsil to a reserve/future contract. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed WR 
Reggie Begelton and FB Elijah Wellman 
to reserve/future contracts. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed LB Davin 
Bellamy. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Fired defensive 
coordinator Wade Phillips. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed 
WR Quincy Adeboyejo, LB Terez Hall, DB 
Obi Melifonwu, DB Adarius Pickett, WR 
Devin Ross, DL Nick Thurman and OL 
Najee Toran to future contracts. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Named 
Ryan Vermillion athletic trainer. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BUFFALO SABRES - Assigned F Dalton 
Smith to Rochester (AHL). 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled F Joel Kivi- 
ranta from Texas (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Activated F 
Trevor Lewis from injured reserve. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Fire coach 
Peter Laviolette. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Activated D 
Matt Tennyson from injured reserve and 
assigned to Binghamton (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled G 
Igor Shesterkin from Hartford (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled D Niko 
Mikkola from San Antonio (AHL). As¬ 
signed D Jake Walman to San Antonio. 
OLYMPIC SPORTS 

USADA — Announced weightlifter Ted 
Dreaver accepted a 39-month suspen¬ 
sion for an anti-doping rule violation. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Named Ronny 
Deila coach. 

ORANGE COUNTY FC - Signed MF 
Seth Casiple. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

CHICAGO RED STARS - Traded their 
2020 first-round (No. 6) pick to North Car¬ 
olina for the 2020 first- (No. 9) and sec¬ 
ond-round (No. 18) draft picks. Acquired 
F Kealia Ohai from Houston for D Katie 
Naughton and the 2020 second-round 
(No. 18) draft pick. 

U.S. Soccer Federation 

USSF — Named Laura Harvey coach 
of the U.S. Under-20 Women’s National 
Team. 

COLLEGE 

ALABAMA — QB Tua Tagovailoa an¬ 
nounced he will enter the NFL Draft. 
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Roundup 


Spurs hit 19 threes to top NBA-best Bucks 



Eric Gay/AP 


Spurs guard DeMar DeRozan, center, scores against Bucks forward Thanasis Antetokounmpo, left, 
during the second half in San Antonio on Monday. DeRozan scored 25 points in the victory. 


Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Known as 
a mid-range shooting team for 
the past few seasons, the Spurs 
are starting to comprehend 
why coach Gregg Popovich has 
implored them to shoot more 
three-pointers. 

DeMar DeRozan had 25 points 
and San Antonio had a season- 
high 19 three-pointers to beat 
Milwaukee 126-104 on Monday 
night, snapping the Bucks’ five- 
game winning streak. 

“It’s big, confidence building,” 
DeRozan said. “Letting us know 
we could compete with the best 
teams in this league.” 

San Antonio finished 19-for-35 
on three-pointers in handing Mil¬ 
waukee its largest defeat of the 
season. 

Patty Mills added 21 points, 
including 6-for-10 on three-point¬ 
ers. LaMarcus Aldridge and 
Rudy Gay added 18 points each, 
going a combined 4-for-5 on 
three-pointers. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 
24 points, 12 rebounds and eight 
assists for Milwaukee and Donte 
DiVincenzo added 16 points. 

Four games after setting a sea¬ 
son-high with 18 three-pointers 
against Detroit, the Spurs bested 
that mark when Gay hit the team’s 
19th against Milwaukee. 

Aldridge has keyed that run, 
going 16-for-23 on three-pointers 
in his past five games. 

“With LaMarcus joining us on 
the three-point line and having 
the ability to knock them down, 
it does wonders in terms of spac¬ 
ing,” Mills said. 

Aldridge has shot so well on 
threes that the Bucks almost 
overlooked DeRozan’s mid-range 
game. 

“We have a ton of respect for 
(DeRozan),” Milwaukee coach 
Mike Budenholzer said. “I think 
the way Aldridge has been shoot¬ 
ing the three-point shot over the 
last five, six, seven games, a lot of 
talk was about, ‘Could we reduce 
those.’ He had a huge first quar¬ 
ter, first half on Saturday. I don’t 
want to say live with DeRozan’s 
twos, but to some degree [we did], 
but I still think it’s the three-point 
line where they beat us.” 

The Bucks, whose last loss was 
Dec. 25 at Philadelphia, maintain 
the league’s best record at 32-6. 

Popovich somewhat agreed 
when asked if this was the Spurs’ 
most complete game of the 
season. 

“It’d be hard to argue against 
that, I think,” he said. “The physi- 
cality was good. We started out 
the third quarter a little poorly 
as we have. Going to try to figure 
that out, But I thought we were 
more consistent tonight in our 
physicality and executing game 
plan. We were more consistent. It 
was a good night.” 

Milwaukee defeated San Anto¬ 
nio 127-118 on Saturday at home 
but could not maintain its early 
momentum in rare home-and- 
home, back-to-back games. 

Milwaukee opened the game 


with three straight three-point¬ 
ers but San Antonio went on a 13- 
4 run in taking a 15-13 lead. 

Seven players scored in the 
first quarter for San Antonio, in¬ 
cluding nine points by DeRozan. 

The Spurs followed that up with 
38 points in the second quarter, 
their highest total in that quarter 
all season and third-highest in 
any quarter. 

76ers 120, Thunder 113: 

Joel Embiid scored 18 points 
while playing with a dislocated 
left ring finger, Ben Simmons 
had 17 points and 15 rebounds, 
and host Philadelphia ended a 
four-game losing streak by beat¬ 
ing Oklahoma City. 

The 76ers lost all four games 
on a trip that knocked them down 
the Eastern Conference stand¬ 
ings and raised questions about 
how far this team can go in the 
playoffs. 

They usually last in the post¬ 
season as long as a healthy Em¬ 
biid can take them. The All-Star 
center dislocated his left ring 
finger in the first quarter, an in¬ 
jury so gnarly that the bent fin¬ 
ger stretched across his pinkie. 
Embiid made a brief stop in the 
locker room, got the finger taped 
and returned to start the second 
period. 

The Thunder, who had won five 
straight, closed within two with 
three minutes left before the Six¬ 
ers scored nine straight points to 
put the game away. 

Jazz 128, Pelicans 126: Bojan 
Bogdanovic scored 35 points, 
Joe Ingles added 22 and visiting 
Utah extended its winning streak 
to six games by holding off New 


Orleans. 

Brandon Ingram had 35 points 
for the Pelicans but could not 
convert a driving layup attempt 
at the horn while being defended 
by Rudy Gobert. The Utah cen¬ 
ter was chasing Ingram down 
the right side of the lane and ap¬ 
peared to make body-to-body 
contact that forced Ingram over 
the baseline as he attempted to 
take the final shot. 

As the horn sounded, Pelicans 
players leaped off the bench 
pleading for a foul call while 
Utah players celebrated Gobert’s 
defensive play and quickly disap¬ 
peared down the tunnel. Officials 
briefly went to the scorer’s table 
to check if there should be any 
time left and then ruled the game 
over, eliciting a cascade of boos 
from the crowd. 

Wizards 99, Celtics 94: Miss¬ 
ing star guard Kemba Walker, 
visiting Boston became the latest 
NBA contender to surprisingly 
come up short against one of the 
league’s worst teams, losing to 
Washington as Ish Smith scored 
27 points to lead a depleted 
lineup. 

Walker sat out his third game 
in a row with the flu. 

One game after pouring in a ca¬ 
reer-high 32 points as a reserve, 
Smith again came off the bench 
to pace the Wizards. The 31-year- 
old guard even heard “M-V-P!” 
chants in the fourth quarter, when 
he scored 14 points, including 10 
straight for the Wizards during 
one 5-for-5 shooting stretch. 

Mavericks 118, Bulls 110: 
Luka Doncic scored 21 of his 38 
points in the third quarter and 


had his NBA-leading 11th triple¬ 
double of the season to lead host 
Dallas past Chicago. 

Doncic scored 17 of the Maver¬ 
icks’ 19 points in the final 5:35 of 
the third to break open what had 
been a tie game. His three-point¬ 
er gave Dallas a 72-69 lead it did 
not relinquish. 

The 20-year-old added 11 re¬ 
bounds and 10 assists for the 
Mavs. 

The Bulls lost forward Wendell 
Carter Jr. to an apparent right 
ankle injury with 8:25 left in the 
third quarter. He was taken off 
the court in a wheelchair. 

Nuggets 123, Hawks 115: 
Nikola Jokic scored a career-high 
47 points, Will Barton added a 
season-best 28 and visiting Den¬ 
ver held on to beat Atlanta. 

The Nuggets, coming off a sur¬ 
prising loss at Washington two 
nights earlier, have won four of 
six to improve to 25-11, second- 
best in the Western Conference. 

Trae Young finished with 29 
points for Atlanta, which has 
dropped 11 of 13. 

Magic 101, Nets 89: Markelle 
Fultz scored a career-high 25 
points, including seven straight 
during a 15-1 run in the fourth 
quarter that sent host Orlando 
past slumping Brooklyn. 

Nikola Vucevic had 24 rebounds 
and 11 points for his 300th career 
double-double, and the Magic 
pulled away in the final seven 
minutes after going 9:20 without 
a field goal. 

Joe Harris and Spencer Din- 
widdie scored 16 apiece for the 
Nets, who lost their sixth straight 
game after charging back from a 


16-point deficit. 

Pacers 115, Hornets 104: T.J. 
Warren scored 30 of his season- 
high 36 points in the second half 
and visiting Indiana topped Char¬ 
lotte to halt a two-game skid. 

Domantas Sabonis added 18 
points, 12 rebounds and seven 
assists, and Miles Turner had 15 
points and nine rebounds for the 
Pacers, who are 15-4 at home and 
improved to 8-10 on the road. 

Kings 111, Warriors 98: 
De’Aaron Fox had 21 points and 
seven assists, Buddy Hield also 
scored 21 and host Sacramento 
thumped Golden State. 

Trevor Ariza added a season- 
high 18 points for the Kings, who 
led by 31 on the way to winning 
for only the second time in 11 
games. 

Glenn Robinson III had 16 
points for Golden State, which 
played without Draymond Green 
and D’Angelo Russell and has lost 
five straight. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

25 9 .735 - 

24 12 .667 2 

24 14 .632 3 

16 19 .457 9!4 

10 26 .278 16 

Southeast Division 

*' 10 .722 


17 20 .459 9Vi 

15 24 .385 1214 

12 24 .333 14 

29 .216 1814 


24 .351 1814 

24 .351 1814 

26 .278 21 


10 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 
Dallas 
San Antonio 
Memphis 
New Orleans 


Denver 
Utah 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Minnesota 


Northwest Division 


11 .686 
13 .639 
20 .429 
22 .405 
25 .324 13 


114 


L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 
Golden State 


Pacific Division 


11 .694 - 

12 .667 1 

16 .556 5 

22 .405 1014 

21 .400 1014 


12 .684 4 

22 .389 15 

23 .378 1514 

" .237 21 


Sunday’s games 

l.a. cuppers 135, New York In 
Miami 122, Portland 111 
Minnesota 118, Cleveland 103 
Memphis 121, Phoenix 114 
L.A. Lakers 106, Detroit 99 
Monday’s games 
Washington 99, Boston 94 
Orlando 101, Brooklyn 89 
Indiana 115, Charlotte 104 
Philadelphia 120, Oklahoma City 113 
Denver 123, Atlanta 115 
Utah 128, New Orleans 126 
Dallas 118, Chicago 110 
San Antonio 126, Milwaukee 104 
Sacramento 111, Golden State 98 
Tuesday’s games 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Portland at Toronto 
Oklahoma City at Brooklyn 
Minnesota at Memphis 
Sacramento at Phoenix 
New York at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Miami at Indiana 
San Antonio at Boston 
Toronto at Charlotte 
Washington at Orlando 
Denver at Dallas 
Houston at Atlanta 
Chicago at New Orleans 
New York at Utah 
Milwaukee at Golden State 
Thursday’s games 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Portland at Minnesota 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
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NHL 



Mark Humphrey/AP 

Despite winning a Presidents’ Trophy and back-to-back Central Division titles, coach 
Peter Laviolette was fired by the Predators on Monday. 


Preds fire Laviolette 

Nashville struggling to stay in playoff chase 


By Teresa Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Nashville gen¬ 
eral manager David Poile thought he made 
the key moves to win the Stanley Cup. 
With the Predators struggling to keep pace 
in the playoff chase, he fired coach Peter 
Laviolette on Monday despite winning a 
Presidents’ Trophy and back-to-back Cen¬ 
tral Division titles. 

Assistant coach Kevin McCarthy also 
was dismissed. The Predators (19-15-7) 
have dropped four of five heading into 
Tuesday night’s game against the Boston 
Bruins. They are 11th in the Western Con¬ 
ference standings with 45 points. 

There was no word on a replacement for 
either coach, but the Predators scheduled 
a news conference for Tuesday morning. 
Poile praised their work in a release. 

“Under the leadership of Peter and 
Kevin, our organization reached unprec¬ 
edented heights — from our franchise- 
altering run to the Stanley Cup Final to a 
Presidents’ Trophy and our first two Cen¬ 


tral Division titles,” he said. “Their passion 
for the game, ability to motivate a team and 
drive to be the best makes this a difficult 
decision.” 

The 55-year-old Laviolette went 248-143- 
60 in 5% seasons with Nashville, reaching 
the playoffs each of his first five seasons. 
The Predators lost to Pittsburgh in six 
games in the 2017 Stanley Cup Final. They 
won the Presidents’ Trophy and made it to 
the second round of the playoffs in 2018. 
They were eliminated in the first round a 
year ago. 

Poile traded away defenseman P.K. Sub¬ 
ban, Nashville’s highest-paid player, and 
signed free-agent forward Matt Duchene to 
a $56 million, seven-year contract on July 
1. But the Predators sputtered through the 
first half of this season. They hadn’t won 
more than two straight games since a four- 
game streak in late October. 

This marks the sixth NHL coaching 
change of the season. 

Laviolette was just the second coach in 
Predators history. Barry Trotz was coach 
for the organization’s first 15 seasons. 


Scoreboard Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Toronto 

Tampa Bay 

Florida 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

43 24 8 11 59 140 111 

44 24 15 5 53 159 141 

41 24 13 4 52 147 125 

42 22 15 5 49 151 141 

45 127 135 
43 136 139 
37 117 143 
23 92 165 


19 17 

18 18 
16 21 
10 30 


Washington 
N.Y. Islanders 
Pittsburgh 
Carolina 
Philadelphia 
Columbus 
N.Y. Rangers 
New Jersey 


Metropolitan Division 


43 29 _ 

41 26 12 

42 25 12 

42 24 16 

42 22 15 

43 20 15 

41 19 18 

41 15 20 


63 155 129 
55 116 105 
55 142 113 
50 140 119 
49 133 129 
48 113 118 
42 133 138 
36 106 144 


Western Conference 


St. LOUiS 
Colorado 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Nashville 

Chicago 

Vegas 
Arizona 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Calgary 
San Jose 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 


Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. '59 135 119 


43 25 14 4 

42 24 14 4 

43 23 16 4 

43 20 17 6 

41 19 15 7 

43 19 18 6 

Pacific Division 
45 24 15 6 

44 24 16 4 

45 23 17 5 

42 23 15 4 

44 22 17 5 

44 19 21 4 


54 156 125 
52 115 104 

50 133 131 
46 133 144 
45 142 137 
44 127 141 

54 144 133 
52 128 112 

51 137 142 
50 141 125 
49 123 134 
42 119 148 
39 110 132 
38 112 140 


17 20 

_ = _.„ .. 17 23 

Note: Two points for 
for overtime loss. Top three teams 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Winnipeg 3, Montreal 2 
N.Y. Islanders 1, Colorado 0 
Edmonton 6, Toronto 4 
Columbus 4, Los Angeles 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia at Carolina 
Arizona at Florida 
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey 
Vancouver at Tampa Bay 
Ottawa at Washington 
Montreal at Detroit 
Colorado at N.Y. Rangers 
Boston at Nashville 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Calgary at Chicago 
Columbus at Anaheim 
Pittsburgh at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Winnipeg at Toronto 
Dallas at Los Angeles 

Thursday's games 
Winnipeg at Boston 
Vancouver at Florida 
Edmonton at Montreal 
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers 
Arizona at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at St. Louis 
Nashville at Chicago 
Minnesota at Calgary 
Dallas at Anaheim 
Los Angeles at Vegas 
Columbus at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Arizona at Carolina 
Ottawa at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at Colorado 


McDavid leads Oilers past Maple Leafs 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid, left, scores against Maple Leafs goaltender Michael 
Hutchinson during the third period of Monday’s game in Toronto. McDavid also had three assists. 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — Connor McDa¬ 
vid had a night to remember, giv¬ 
ing the Toronto Maple Leafs one 
to forget. 

McDavid scored a highlight- 
reel goal and added three assists 
as the Edmonton Oilers snapped 
the Maple Leafs’ point streak at 
10 games with a 6-4 victory on 
Monday night. 

Oilers forward Alex Chiasson 
called McDavid’s goal the “best 
he’s ever seen,” and coach Dave 
Tippett said it was “unbelievable. 
Connor being Connor.” 

McDavid, however, chose to 
downplay how he cleanly beat 
Leafs defenseman Morgan Rielly 
for his 24th goal of the season. 

“Just tried to make a play. 
That was it,” McDavid said. “I’m 
not going to give up any of my 
secrets.” 

The goal gave the Oilers a 6-3 
lead, and left Scotiabank Arena in 
amazement at what they had just 
seen. 

“Obviously a good player,” said 
a sombre Morgan Rielly, who 
wouldn’t elaborate on what he 
saw on the play. 

“You could tell tonight (Mc¬ 
David) was playing with an edge 
and that might have been the nic¬ 
est goal I’ve seen,” said Chiasson, 
who also scored for Edmonton. 
“Pure skill. We’re lucky to have 
him.” 

Oscar Klefbom, Darnell Nurse, 
Kailer Yamamoto and Leon Drai- 
saitl also scored for the Oilers, 
who were making their third stop 
on a five-game road trip. 

Jason Spezza, Frederik Gauth¬ 
ier, Pierre Engvall and Auston 
Matthews scored for the Maple 
Leafs, who were 9-0-1 in their last 
10 games. 

Islanders 1, Avalanche O: 


Semyon Varlamov stopped 32 
shots against his former team, 
earning his second shutout of the 
season and leading host New York 
past Colorado. 

Anders Lee scored for the Is¬ 
landers, who had lost five of seven 
overall and four straight at Nas¬ 
sau Coliseum. 

Varlamov got his 27th career 
shutout in his first matchup with 
the Avalanche since signing a 
four-year deal with the Islanders 
last summer. 

Philipp Francouz had 32 saves 
for Colorado, which had won two 
in a row. 


Jets 3, Canadiens 2: Nikolaj 
Ehlers had a goal and an assist, 
powering visiting Winnipeg to 
the victory over Montreal. 

Andrew Copp and Josh Mor¬ 
rissey also scored for the Jets, 
who had dropped five of six. 
Captain Blake Wheeler had two 
assists, and Connor Hellebuyck 
made 29 saves. 

Ilya Kovalchuk picked up an 
assist in his Canadiens debut. He 
agreed to a one-year, two-way 
contract on Friday. 

Defenseman Ben Chiarot 
scored twice for Montreal, which 
has lost six in a row. Carey Price 


stopped 24 shots. 

Blue Jackets 4, Kings 2: Scott 
Harrington and Nathan Gerbe 
scored in the second period and 
visiting Columbus went on to beat 
Los Angeles. 

Kevin Stenlund and Gustav Ny- 
quist also scored, and Elvis Mer- 
zlikins made 35 saves for the Blue 
Jackets, who are 5-0-3 in their 
past eight road games. 

Alex Iafallo scored to extend 
his point streak to seven games 
but the Kings lost for the third 
time in four games. Sean Walker 
had a goal and an assist, and Jon¬ 
athan Quick made 20 saves. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

Delpit caps 
unusual year 
in title game 

LSU star safety switched positions, 
played through injury this season 



NCAA President Mark Emmert and other college sports leaders say they are concerned about allowing 
college athletes to enter the free market with no restrictions on how and by whom they can be paid for 
endorsements. 

Poll: 66% favor endorsement 
money for NCAA athletes 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

rant Delpit has had an 
unusual season. 

LSU’s star safety 
switched positions early 
in the year to compensate for an 
injured teammate. Later in the 
season, he was the injured player 
and the Tigers’ defense suffered 
from Delpit being limited by a 
sore ankle. 

That didn’t stop Delpit from 
winning the Thorpe Award as 
the nation’s top defensive back 
or keep No. 1 LSU (14-0) from 
reaching the College Football 
Playoff with a perfect record. 

In a case of fortuitous timing 
for the Tigers, Delpit heads into 
the national championship game 
against No. 3 Clemson (14-0) on 
Jan. 13 in New Orleans feeling 
healthy and playing about as well 
as he has all season. No coinci¬ 
dence, the same goes for LSU’s 
defense across the board. 

“He was being tough all year 
and battling through injuries, and 
he got healthy towards the end of 
the year, and that was kind of the 
turning point of our defense,” 
LSU quarterback Joe Burrow 
said Thursday. “I think that just 
shows how important he is.” 

Delpit’s season took a turn after 
teammate Todd Harris was lost 
for the year with a right knee in¬ 
jury in the third game of the sea¬ 
son against Northwestern State. 

Harris had played free safety 
and Delpit was slotted as a strong 
safety. From that spot, the 6-foot- 
3, 205-pound junior wreaked 
havoc on offenses last year and 
stuffed the stat sheet. He had five 
interceptions, five sacks, 9.5 tack¬ 
les for loss and 14 passes defended 
to become an AP All-American in 
2018. He established himself as a 
possible future first-round pick in 
the NFL Draft. 

Without Harris, Delpit moved 
into the vacated role because he 
was best suited to be LSU’s last 
line of defense. That put Delpit 
farther from the line of scrim¬ 
mage, with fewer opportunities to 
blitz and run to the ball. 

JaCoby Stevens has played Del- 
pit’s role this season. The junior 
has three interceptions, is second 
on the team in tackles with 85 and 
has five sacks among 8.5 tackles 
for loss. 


“I’m all about the results of the 
team,” Delpit said. “So whatever 
position they put me, I’m going to 
play it. I was playing a lot of free 
safety this year in the middle of 
the field, and just trying to get 
other guys in position to make 
plays like JaCoby being down 
around the ball a lot.” 

Delpit’s season took anoth¬ 
er turn in late October when 
he sprained his ankle against 
Auburn. 

He played through the injury in 
the Tigers’ No. 1 vs. No. 2 show¬ 
down against Alabama, a game in 
which the Crimson Tide passed 
for 419 yards, and the next week 
when Mississippi ran for 402 
yards. 

Delpit took a week off against 
Arkansas. When he returned, the 
Tigers played two of their best 
defensive games of the season, 
against Texas A&M and then 
Georgia in the Southeastern Con¬ 
ference championship game. 

“Yeah, the ankle was hurt¬ 
ing pretty bad the second half 
of the season a little bit, but now 
towards the end of it it’s feeling 
pretty good,” Delpit said. “I con¬ 
sider myself close to 100%, so it 
shouldn’t be a problem.” 

Delpit was one of several im¬ 
portant defensive players for LSU 
who were in and out of the lineup 
this season. 

An ankle injury also slowed 
top-pass rusher K’Lavon Chais- 
son. The sophomore has been a 
terror lately and had two sacks 
in the semifinal victory against 
Oklahoma. Linebacker Michael 
Divinity, who sat out the last six 
games for what the school called 
personal reasons, is expected to 
play in the championship game. 

Trevor Lawrence and Clemson 
will face maybe the best version 
of the LSU defense the Tigers 
have fielded all season. 

“I think after the Ole Miss 
game, it was kind of a turnaround 
for us,” Delpit said. “It wasn’t our 
best performance, and I think we 
sat down as a defense and just 
saw what we did wrong, under¬ 
stood that some teams might try 
to make those plays and run it 
against us again. And I think we 
just kind of lit a fire and started 
playing LSU football after that. 
So, hopefully, this last game we 
can keep it going.” 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

As the NCAA grapples with 
how to provide athletes opportu¬ 
nities to be compensated for their 
fame, about two-thirds of Ameri¬ 
cans support college players 
being permitted to earn money for 
endorsements. 

That’s according to a new poll 
from The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re¬ 
search. Support for the NCAA al¬ 
lowing college athletes to cash in 
on their names, images and like¬ 
nesses is especially high among 
young adults, as well as black 
Americans and Hispanics, though 
majorities of white Americans and 
older adults are also in favor. 

NCAA officials and college 
sports leaders broadly agree, too. 

“The opinions of the public in 
general are very important be¬ 
cause they are reflected in the at¬ 
titudes of universities, who are the 
ones that actually make the rules,” 
NCAA President Mark Emmert 
told AP. 

How to make this work within 
the current framework of col¬ 
lege athletics while also guarding 
against corruption in recruiting is 
what they are trying to sort out. 

“That’s the challenge that we 
have,” Atlantic Coast Commis¬ 
sioner John Swofford said. 

The NCAA board of governors 
voted in October to permit athletes 
to benefit from their names, im¬ 
ages and likenesses, and directed 
its 1,100 member schools to have 
legislation ready for implementa¬ 
tion by January 2021. 

The vote came a month after 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed into a law a bill that would 
make it illegal for colleges in the 
state to penalize athletes for tak¬ 
ing money for endorsements. 

That law is scheduled to go into 
effect in 2023, but it sparked a 


flurry of activity in other states to 
adopt similar legislation. Lawmak¬ 
ers in at least 20 other states have 
said they want to pass similar bills 
— some with the goal of having 
laws in place later this year. 

“You can’t have multiple state 
regulations and compete for the 
same championships nationally 
and within the same rules nation¬ 
ally,” Swofford said. 

The NCAA has turned to feder¬ 
al legislators for help. Democratic 
Sen. Chris Murphy of Connecticut 
and Republican Sen. Mitt Romney 
of Utah have started a congres¬ 
sional working group to examine 
college athlete compensation and 
related issues. Emmert met with 
them last month in Washington 
and has said he believes federal 
legislation that sets national pa¬ 
rameters for what is permissible 
compensation for athletes seems 
likely. 

“I started talking about the in¬ 
equities in college sports almost 
a year ago, and now we’re on the 
cusp of significant reforms with 
bipartisan backing that put col¬ 
lege athletes’ rights front and cen¬ 
ter," Murphy said in a statement to 
the AP. “This kind of strong pub¬ 
lic support will continue to spark 
much needed change, and it’s 
clear the groundswell of support 
for athletes is growing.” 

Emmert and other college 
sports leaders say they are con¬ 
cerned about allowing college 
athletes to enter the free market 
with no restrictions on how and 
by whom they can be paid for 
endorsements. 

But, Emmert told AP, public 
opinion has helped drive home the 
need for change. 

“We do, indeed, need to make 
this work with students playing 
students. Not having an employ¬ 
ee-based model. Not blowing up 
what’s so good about college sports 
right now,” Emmert told AP. “The 


concern about the large, strong 
public opinion voice like this is 
that in a federal or state legislative 
process — and I believe we’re see¬ 
ing this in the state legislative pro¬ 
cess — it can overwhelm the need 
for a thoughtful approach.” 

Public opinion seems to be with 
Emmert on not turning college 
athletes into professionals. 

Compared with broad support 
for college athletes receiving en¬ 
dorsement money, only 38% said 
colleges and universities with 
major athletic programs should 
give athletes a salary. 

The poll did find 52% of Ameri¬ 
cans believe college athletes 
should receive a cut of the millions 
of dollars the NCAA, conferences 
and schools make annually from 
media rights deals involving foot¬ 
ball and basketball. 

For example, the latest NCAA 
contract extension with CBS and 
Turner pays $8.8 billion over eight 
years for the rights to broadcast 
the men’s basketball tournament. 

Forty-six percent also said ath¬ 
letes participating in major ath¬ 
letic programs should be provided 
additional spending money. 

Athletes already receive a sti¬ 
pend that covers the true cost of 
attending college, an amount de¬ 
termined by federal guidelines. 
Those stipends vary by school and 
generally fall between $2,000- 
$5,000 per year. 

Asked for their opinion of the 
NCAA, most Americans were am¬ 
bivalent. Only 14% said they held 
a favorable opinion of the associa¬ 
tion and its hundreds of schools 
competing in three divisions of 
sports. But only 17% said they 
held an unfavorable opinion of the 
NCAA. 

Another 21% expressed neither 
a favorable nor unfavorable opin¬ 
ion of the NCAA, and 47% said 
they did not know enough to say. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Upsets: Talent is spread 
more evenly among teams 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


West Virginia guard Chase Harler, left, knocks the ball away from Oklahoma State guard Isaac Likekele 
during the first half of Monday’s game in Stillwater, Okla. 

WVU stifles Oklahoma St. 


By John Tranchina 

Associated Press 

STILLWATER, Okla. — It was a night where the 
ball just wasn’t falling for either team, but in the 
end, West Virginia’s defense was more stifling and 
that was the difference. 

Offensively, Oscar Tshiebwe scored 12 points 
and Derek Culver had nine points and 12 rebounds 
to help lead No. 17 West Virginia to a 55-41 victory 
over Oklahoma State on Monday night. 

Tshiebwe also had eight rebounds, while Miles 
McBride added 10 points for West Virginia (12-2,1-1 
Big 12), which is now 5-1 in its last six outings. 

Despite shooting just 38.8% (19-for-49) from the 
floor, and just 55% (ll-for-20) from the free-throw 
line, the Mountaineers were able to maintain at least 
a double-digit lead for virtually the entire second 
half. They also won the rebounding battle 40-36. 

“I thought we did a pretty good job of staying in 
front of them, we didn’t turn them loose much,” 
said West Virginia coach Bob Huggins. “And we re¬ 
bounded. Pretty much, it was one and done, which 


really helps, not giving them extra shots.” 

After defeating then-No. 5 Ohio State 67-59 on 
Dec. 29, the Mountaineers fell 60-53 to No. 3 Kansas 
on Saturday, but bounced back in a big way in this 
one, especially defensively. 

They held Oklahoma State to just 29.2% (14-for- 
48), including just 27.3% (6-for-22) in the first half. 
They also limited the Cowboys, a team that entered 
the day averaging 31.3% on three-pointers, to just 
5% (l-for-20) from three-point range, including 0- 
for-10 in the first half. 

“We tried to fix a couple of things from Saturday, 
where we did a better job of containing people,” 
Huggins said of the West Virginia defense. “But 
they had a bad day. We had a bad day, too. It was 
hard for me to watch sometimes. It was neither one 
of our better games.” 

Lindy Waters had 12 points for Oklahoma State 
(9-5, 0-2), which is 2-5 in its last seven after starting 
the season 7-0. Despite shooting just 4-for-16 from 
the floor, including l-for-9 from beyond the arc, Wa¬ 
ters became the 42nd player in OSU history to reach 
the 1,000-point milestone. 


AP names Wright coach of decade 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

The final seconds of the 2016 
national title game were some of 
the most dramatic in college bas¬ 
ketball history. 

North Carolina’s Marcus Paige 
hit an off-balance three-pointer 
to tie the game with 4.7 seconds 
left, only to be upstaged by Vil- 
lanova’s Kris Jenkins hitting a 
buzzer-beating, game-winning 
three-pointer. 

Amid all the drama, Villanova 
coach Jay Wright remained calm. 
When Jenkins let go of his shot, 
Wright nonchalantly said “Bang,” 
then walked over to shake Tar 
Heels coach Roy Williams’ hand 
as if the Wildcats had just won an 
exhibition game, not a national 
championship. 

Smooth as one of his designer 
suits, Wright turned Villanova 
into a national powerhouse during 
the 2010s, leading the Wildcats to 


two national 
titles while 
changing the 
way college 
basketball is 
played. 

Wright’s 
success on 
the out¬ 

skirts of 
Philadelphia 
made him 
a runaway 
choice as men’s coach of the de¬ 
cade. He received 16 of 24 votes 
from a panel of Associated Press 
poll voters, well ahead of Duke’s 
Mike Krzyzewski with five votes. 
Gonzaga’s Mark Few, Kentucky’s 
John Calipari and Virginia’s Tony 
Bennett had one each. 

“Jay Wright’s resume speaks 
for itself with two national titles 
in the 2010s,“ ESPN analyst and 
AP voter Dick Vitale said. “He 
has developed a consistent win¬ 
ner and has enjoyed success on 


and off the court. He has a special 
winner’s mentality.” 

Before he arrived, Villanova 
was known for upsetting George¬ 
town in the 1986 national cham¬ 
pionship game and the occasional 
trip to the NCAA Tournament. 

Wright needed three years to 
build a foundation before Villa¬ 
nova broke through with a trip to 
the 2005 Sweet 16. An Elite Eight 
appearance followed the next 
year and the Wildcats reached 
the Final Four in 2009. 

Villanova won its first nation¬ 
al title under Wright in 2016 on 
Jenkins’ shot and decimated the 
NCAA Tournament field in 2018, 
winning every game by double 
digits on its way to the national 
title. 

Wright has a school-record 458 
wins, six Big East Conference 
championships, four Big East 
Tournament titles and 14 NCAA 
Tournament appearances to go 
with those two national titles. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Indeed, who knows? 

The Buckeyes’ loss to unranked 
Wisconsin on Friday night was 
merely one eyebrow raiser in 
a week that showed that those 
early losses by No. 1 teams were 
merely the start of season-long 
upheaval. Fourth-ranked Oregon 
lost to Colorado, while Saturday 
brought losses by No. 9 Memphis 
and No. 10 Villanova — all to un¬ 
ranked opponents. 

Asked whether the Buffaloes’ 
win in their Pac-12 opener meant 
more because of the Ducks’ lofty 
perch in the Top 25, coach Tad 
Boyle eschewed coach talk for a 
more candid response: “I think it 
does to our team.” 

“But again, we’re 1-0 in league 
play. We’re not 2-0. We’re not 1- 
and-a-half-and-0. We’re 1-0. It’s 
one game,” Boyle added. “I know 
the national ranking and the 
Ducks have a lot of respect nation¬ 
ally, so I knew our players would 
be ready for that. These are the 
games you don’t have to get your 
guys up for and ready.” 

That might offer a starting 
point in explaining an avalanche 
of upsets this season. But the 
quaint notion of the plucky un¬ 
derdog rising to the challenge has 
existed since the earliest of time 
— think David striking down 
Goliath, or the fall of the Roman 
Empire. And such upsets always 
left a mark on college basketball, 
whether it was North Carolina 
State winning the 1983 national 
title or UMBC pulling off the first 
16-1 upset in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment by beating Virginia. 

So what else could be behind 
the rise of the unranked? The 
stumbles of the superpowers? 

For one thing, talent is spread 
more evenly across college bas¬ 
ketball. The top three prospects 
in last year’s recruiting class 
committed not to Duke, Kentucky 
and North Carolina but to Mem¬ 
phis (James Wiseman), Washing¬ 
ton (Isaiah Stewart) and Georgia 
(Anthony Edwards). Other off- 
the-radar programs that landed 
top-100 recruits included LSU 
(Trendon Watford), DePaul 


(Romeo Weems), Massachusetts 
(Tre Mitchell) and even Harvard 
(Chris Ledlum). 

There are reasons for that, too. 
But the biggest may be that while 
playing at Cameron Indoor Sta¬ 
dium, Rupp Arena or Allen Field- 
house will always have cachet, 
and big-name programs typically 
have better facilities, larger fan 
bases and far more resources, 
many prospects would rather 
play major minutes right away 
than enjoy other baubles. 

The depth of talent also is 
greater than ever before. 

Even if the best of the best 
— the top guns, if you will — still 
gravitate toward big-name pro¬ 
grams, their ceiling isn’t a whole 
lot higher than prospects ranked 
well outside the top 100. Luke 
Garza picked Iowa over dozens of 
mid-major offers and has turned 
into arguably the Big Ten’s best 
center, and Dayton’s Obi Toppin 
has gone from a three-star pros¬ 
pect known only by a select few 
hardcore recruiting insiders to an 
All-America candidate and likely 
NBA lottery pick. 

Rule changes also have im¬ 
pacted the way teams play, and 
the biggest this season may be 
the extension of the three-point 
line to the FIBA distance of 22.15 
feet. The shot has been a game- 
changer ever since it was intro¬ 
duced in 1987, allowing smaller 
and often less-talented teams 
an opportunity to hang with the 
heavyweights simply by making 
shots. And while moving the line 
back was supposed to make it a 
more difficult shot and open up 
the clogged lane for big bodies, it 
also has created a bigger risk-re¬ 
ward situation where hot-shooting 
teams can soar and cold-shooting 
teams will sink. 

When then-No. 1 Kentucky 
lost to Evansville, the Wildcats 
were 4-for-17 from beyond the 
arc. Villanova was 9-for-38 from 
the three-point line when it lost 
to Marquette. Gonzaga was just 
5-for-18 against lowly Pepper- 
dine on Saturday, a big reason 
the nation’s current No. 1 barely 
eked out a 75-70 victory over a 7-9 
team. 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Colorado guard Tyler Bey celebrates his team’s 74-65 victory over 
fourth-ranked Oregon on Friday in Boulder, Colo. 
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Source: Panthers, 
Baylor's Rhule 
completing deal 


By Steve Reed 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
Carolina Panthers are completing 
a contract to hire Baylor’s Matt 
Rhule as their coach, accord¬ 
ing to a person familiar with the 
situation. 

The person spoke to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on Tuesday on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because the deal 
is not done. The Panthers have not 
spoken publicly about the coach¬ 
ing search. 

The person says Panthers owner 
David Tepper visited Rhule at his 
home in Waco, Texas, and decided 
he wanted the Baylor coach to suc¬ 
ceed Ron Rivera, who was fired 
with four games remaining in the 
season. Rivera was the winningest 
coach in franchise history and 
was twice named AP NFL Coach 
of the Year. 

The 44-year-old Rhule was 
scheduled to visit with the New 
York Giants this week and was 
believed to be a strong candidate 
there. 

Rhule was named Baylor’s 
coach on Dec. 6,2016 after a scan¬ 
dal hit the program. He went 1- 
11 his first season there in 2017, 
then improved to 7-6 in 2018. The 
Bears went 11-1 in the regular 
season this past season, although 
they lost to Oklahoma in the Big 12 
Championship and Georgia in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

Rhule was a combined 19-20 in 
his three seasons at Baylor. This 
marks the first time the Panthers 
have gone with a college coach as 
their head coach. Previous coaches 
were Dom Capers, George Seifert, 
John Fox and Rivera. Perry Few- 
ell was the interim coach the final 
four games this season, going 0-4. 

Before coaching at Baylor, 
Rhule worked at Temple and re¬ 
vived the Owls. After a 2-11 season 


his first year, he wound up leading 
the school to back-to-back 10-win 
seasons. 

Rhule began his college coach¬ 
ing career in 1998 and his only 
experience in the NFL is having 
spent one season as an assistant 
offensive line coach with the Gi¬ 
ants in 2012. 

When Tepper met with a small 
group of reporters on Dec. 3, 2019 
after making the decision to move 
on from Rivera, he seemed to 
downplay the idea of hiring a col¬ 
lege coach. 

“I do understand the difficulty 
of the transition (from college), 
though,” Tepper said at the time. 
“That doesn’t mean I’m closing it 
off, but you’ve got to understand, 
anybody who’s been around foot¬ 
ball understands the difficulty of 
that transition.” 

Tepper, who bought the team 
in 2018 for an NFL record $2.3 
billion, made the decision to fire 
Rivera with four games remain¬ 
ing because he wanted to get a 
head start on the coaching search. 
He also didn’t feel it was right to 
conduct a coaching search behind 
Rivera’s back. 

Tepper made clear he wanted 
to hire an offensive coach with a 
“modern and innovative” process. 

The team interviewed former 
Packers coach Mike McCarthy 
and had planned to talk to Patri¬ 
ots offensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels and Vikings offensive 
coordinator Kevin Stefanski. But 
the decision was made to take 
Rhule. 

“In the modern NFL, I think 
there is a preference for offen¬ 
sive coordinators. ... The NFL has 
made rules to lean to the offense,” 
Tepper said last month. “That’s 
why you’re having more people go 
that way. I think you have a lot of 
people on that side accepting the 
more modern processes.” 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Matt Rhule is set to leave Baylor for the NFL. A person familiar with 
the situation says the Carolina Panthers are completing a contract to 
hire Rhule as their coach. 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz is hit in the back of the head and driven into the turf by the Seahawks’ 
Jadeveon Clowney during the first half of the wild-card playoff game on Sunday in Philadelphia. 


Wentz led injury-depleted 
Eagles until he couldn’t 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Carson Wentz helped the 
Philadelphia Eagles overcome one injury after an¬ 
other until he ended up on the sideline. 

A season that began with Super Bowl expecta¬ 
tions ended early because most of the players who 
gave Philadelphia reason to have championship 
hopes were injured. 

Forty-year-old quarterback Josh McCown was 
among six backups on the field trying for the tying 
score in a 17-9 loss to Seattle on Sunday in the wild¬ 
card round of the NFC playoffs. 

So the Eagles (9-8) cleaned out their lockers on 
Monday and headed off to an offseason filled with 
uncertainty. 

The front office has important decisions to make 
regarding free agents and must address an aging 
roster. There also could be some changes on the 
coaching staff. 

“Even with as much adversity as we faced all year, 
to put ourselves in this position, win the NFC East, 
and have a home playoff game, I was really proud of 
the effort all season,” coach Doug Pederson said he 
told his players. 

Wentz answered questions about his durability, 
started 16 games, set a franchise record with 4,039 
yards passing and led a team with a group of skill 
players off the practice squad to four straight must- 
win games in December to secure the division title. 

But he lasted only two series in his first career 
playoff start, getting knocked out with a head injury 
on a helmet-to-helmet hit from Jadeveon Clowney. 

Despite suffering a concussion, Wentz went up to 
every player on the team after the game, thanked 
them for their contributions and apologized for get¬ 
ting hurt. 

“That’s just a testament to his character, a great 
dude,” said three-time Pro Bowl right guard Bran¬ 
don Brooks, who didn’t play because of a shoulder 
injury that requires surgery this week. 

The Eagles had their starting offense together 
for only one game, a 32-27 win over Washington in 
Week 1. 

Dynamic wide receiver DeSean Jackson ap¬ 
peared in only three games and veteran wideouts 
Alshon Jeffery and Nelson Agholor combined to 
miss 13 games. 

Brooks got hurt in Week 17 and two-time Pro 
Bowl right tackle Lane Johnson missed the last 
four games. Running back Jordan Howard missed 


six games and the defense also was hit hard with 
injuries. 

Wentz held the team together through all the inju¬ 
ries before he got hurt, too. 

Free agents 

Fifteen players will be unrestricted free agents, 
including nine-time Pro Bowl left tackle Jason Pe¬ 
ters, comerbacks Ronald Darby and Jalen Mills, 
safety Rodney McLeod, defensive tackle Tim Jemi- 
gan, versatile offensive lineman Halapoulivaati 
Vaitai, linebacker Kamu Grugier-Hill, Howard and 
Agholor. Peters turns 38 this month and wants to 
return but the team drafted Andre Dillard in the 
first round last year to replace him. Darby, Mills 
and McLeod are three-fourths of the starting 
secondary. 

New deals 

Safety Malcolm Jenkins, a team leader and the 
heart and soul of the defense, made it clear he wants 
a new contract. The three-time Pro Bowl pick has 
played 2,484 consecutive defensive snaps since the 
start of the 2017 playoffs. 

Jenkins is due a base salary of $7.6 million in 

2020. 

“I won’t be back on the same deal,” Jenkins said. 
“That won’t happen. The market’s good for safeties 
right now. I consider myself to be in the top tier of 
that group and I’d like to be compensated for it.” 

Three-time Pro Bowl tight end Zach Ertz, who 
has two years remaining on his contract, could also 
seek an extension. 

How to get it right 

The Eagles must surround Wentz with better 
players. Running back Miles Sanders led all rookies 
in scrimmage yards and will be a core part of the of¬ 
fense. Running back Boston Scott and wideout Greg 
Ward emerged from the practice squad and showed 
value. But the team needs more help at receiver. 
Jackson is 33, coming off abdominal surgery and is 
owed more than $14 million the next two seasons. 
Jeffery turns 30 next month and will be returning 
from foot surgery, plus seemed to be on the decline. 

There’s question marks on the offensive line. A 
tough decision has to be made on Peters at left tack¬ 
le and three-time All-Pro center Jason Kelce hasn’t 
definitely said he wants to continue to play. 
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San Francisco 49ers offensive tackle Joe Staley spikes the ball after a touchdown run by Raheem 
Mostert during the regular-season finale against the Seahawks on Dec. 29 in Seattle. 


Staley thankful to be back 
in postseason with 49ers 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. 

J oe Staley was moved to tears as he ran off the 
field during the San Francisco 49ers’ divi¬ 
sion-clinching win in Seattle to end the regu¬ 
lar season. 

Years of lopsided losses to the Seahawks, losing 
records and an injury-plagued 2019 season when 
the Niners finally got back to their winning ways 
had taken a toll on the 35-year-old Staley. 

“I was just happy, man,” Staley said. “There was 
no reason behind it. It just kind of happened. It kind 
of surprised me. I was laughing with some guys. 
‘I don’t know why I’m doing this right now.’ It was 
probably just being up there, having a game that 
mattered and coming out with a victory.” 

Staley is the only remaining link on the Niners’ 
active roster to the franchise’s last playoff run, when 
San Francisco went to three 
straight NFC title games and 
one Super Bowl from 2011-13 
under coach Jim Harbaugh. 

But Harbaugh was fired 
following an 8-8 season in 
2014. One-and-done losing 
seasons followed with Jim 
Tomsula and Chip Kelly and 
then San Francisco won only 
10 games in the first two sea¬ 
sons under Kyle Shanahan. 

Now Staley will be on the 
field when the Niners (13-3) 
play their first playoff game 
at Levi’s Stadium on Saturday when they host the 
sixth-seeded Minnesota Vikings (11-6). 

Through all those years of successes and failures, 
the rock on the team was Staley, who played at a 
high level individually even if that didn’t translate 
to team success. 

That all changed this year, even with Staley not 
able to play his usual big role on offense thanks to 
a pair of injuries. He broke his leg in a Week 2 win 
at Cincinnati and then returned eight weeks later to 
play against the Seahawks. 


He struggled in that game dealing with Jadeveon 
Clowney and also broke a finger that forced him to 
miss three straight games. 

He struggled when he returned in a Week 14 win 
at New Orleans but has been improving every week 
as he finds his groove. He played his best game of 
the year when the division title and top seed in the 
NFC were on the line last week in Seattle. 

He totally neutralized Clowney and was a mqjor 
part of an offensive line that didn’t allow a quarter¬ 
back hit after the first drive. 

“He was unbelievable,” right tackle Mike Mc- 
Glinchey said. “He looked like Joe Staley again 
these last few weeks. He’s kind of been building, 
building, building and got a really good test again. 
When somebody gets you like Clowney got the two 
of us on that Monday night game, it does get into 
your head a little bit, and it was huge for him to get 
over that hump, not only just for the success of our 
team but the way that he played and the dominance 
that he showed on Sunday night was really, really 
cool and it’s a reason why he’s the best and why he’s 
been the best for as long as he’s been playing.” 

Staley is a six-time Pro Bowler and was named a 
second-team All-Pro each year from 2011 to 2013 
when the Niners were among the top teams in the 
NFC. 

He maintained that level of play while the team 
struggled but showed some signs of slippage this 
season that the Niners believe were more a reflec¬ 
tion of injuries and rust than a diminished ability 
level. 

Staley signed a $28 million, two-year extension in 
the offseason that keeps him under contract through 
2021 but there were questions earlier this season if 
he would last that long. 

Staley says those doubters only fuel his desire to 
keep playing, especially now that the Niners are 
winners once again. 

“I don’t know why everybody’s been asking me 
that question,” he said. “Because I got injured ev¬ 
erybody’s like, ‘Oh you’re gonna be retiring now?’ 
... I signed another contract here. I still love playing 
football.” 


I was 

laughing with 
some guys. 

“I don’t know 
why I’m 
doing this 
right now.” f 

Joe Staley 

49ers OT 


Ravens only 
looking ahead 

Last year’s playoff game, 2018 victory over 
Titans of no interest to AFC’s No. 1 seed 


By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — 
There’s really nothing about the 
past that interests the Baltimore 
Ravens in relation to their playoff 
game against the Tennessee Ti¬ 
tans on Saturday night. 

The 21-0 win over the Titans 
in the 2018 season is irrelevant, 
given how much has changed 
since then. Baltimore’s NFL-best 
14-2 record this season got them 
home-field advantage and a first- 
round bye, but as guard Mar¬ 
shal Yanda noted, “The records 
are gone right now. The guys 
who got into the playoffs, you re¬ 
spect them. They’re there for a 
reason.” 

The Titans (10-7) are in this 
position because they upset the 
New England Patriots 20-13 on 
the road last Saturday. That’s 
what the Ravens care about, far 
more than that Week 6 game in 
2018 at Tennessee, when Balti¬ 
more sacked Marcus Mariota 11 
times and held running back Der¬ 
rick Henry to 21 yards on seven 
carries. 

Ryan Tannehill is now running 
the Tennessee offense, and Henry 
has blossomed into a star. In ad¬ 
dition to leading the NFL with 
1,540 yards rushing, he rambled 
for 182 yards and a touchdown 
against the Patriots. 

That’s why the Ravens prob¬ 
ably won’t be watching much 
film from that game last year. 
Baltimore got three sacks from 
Za’Darius Smith, who’s now play¬ 
ing for Green Bay, and each of the 
Ravens’ three touchdowns were 
produced by players no longer 
with the team. 

Lamar Jackson has never faced 
the Titans but certainly knows 
what it’s like to open the playoffs 
at home. 

It’s an experience he would 
rather forget. Facing the Los 
Angeles Chargers last January 
in the wild-card round, Jackson 
struggled in a 23-17 defeat that 


made Baltimore’s first playoff ap¬ 
pearance in four years a one-and- 
done affair. 

Jackson was 6-1 as a starter, but 
against Los Angeles he completed 
only 14 passes in 29 attempts with 
an interception. Two touchdown 
passes in the fourth quarter after 
the Chargers had built a 23-3 lead 
did nothing to make him feel bet¬ 
ter about the final game of his 
rookie season. 

That was then. Better to move 
forward than think about the 
past. 

“That game is over with,” Jack- 
son said. “I really hated it. I don’t 
want to talk about it anymore. I 
can’t wait to play this week.” 

Jackson is a far more complete 
player than he was then. After an 
offseason in which he dedicated 
himself to becoming a better 
passer, Jackson had two games 
with a perfect quarterback rating 
and threw 36 touchdown passes 
with just six interceptions. He 
also set an NFL record for yards 
rushing by a quarterback (1,206 
yards). 

“He wants to win very badly,” 
Ravens quarterbacks coach 
James Urban said. “So, when 
you have a great attitude and you 
come to work and you’re really 
talented and you work hard at it, 
you see the results.” 

Along with Mark Ingram, who 
ran for 1,108 yards in his first 
season with the Ravens, Jackson 
helped the team set an NFL re¬ 
cord with 3,296 yards rushing. 

Coupled with a defense that 
improved steadily as the season 
went on, Baltimore won its final 
12 games. Not that it means much 
now. 

“We played some good ball in 
the regular season,” cornerback 
Marlon Humphrey said. “Going 
into this new season, there’s re¬ 
ally not a favorite. Everybody has 
a fair shot to win it all. You don’t 
really get another win, so you 
have to win out if you want to get 
there.” 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Ravens head coach John Harbaugh celebrates after his team’s win 
against the Los Angeles Rams in November. Baltimore clinched the 
top seed in the AFC for the first time in franchise history. 
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Panthers hire Rhule 

Carolina dips into college ranks 
for next head coach » nfl, Page 22 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 



Avalanche of early upsets has 
best teams constantly on edge 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan. 
he season was barely a week old when 
Michigan State lost to Kentucky in the 
Champions Classic, a defeat of the na¬ 
tion’s No. 1 team that could be written off 
easily as a high-profile battle of heavy¬ 
weights on a neutral court early in the season that 
didn’t go the Spartans’ way. 

Then the Wildcats rose to No. 1 and lost to Evans¬ 
ville. Duke took over and lost to Stephen F. Aus¬ 
tin. Louisville climbed to No. 1 and fell to Texas 


Tech. Kansas ascended to the top spot and lost at 
Villanova. 

Good luck finding excuses for all those losses, 
other than perhaps this one: There is a parity party 
in college basketball this season unlike any in re¬ 
cent memory, and not even the bluest of the blue 
bloods is safe. 

“Yeah, I hesitate to talk about ‘best team’ right 
now,” said Ohio State coach Chris Holtmann, whose 
own team climbed to No. 3 before losing three of its 
last five, including back-to-back games last week. 
“Who really knows?” 

SEE UPSETS ON PAGE 21 



Inside: Villanova’s Wright named coach of decade by Ag Page 21 
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Ohio State guard CJ Walker reacts following his team’s 61-57 loss 
to unranked Wisconsin on Jan. 3 in Columbus, Ohio. 


Struggling Predators dismiss Laviolette 

NHL, Page 19 


Spurs sink 19 threes, knock off Bucks 

NBA, Page 18 

















